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Who Are Pastor Curt & Lady Friday? 
 
 
Pastor Curt is the Founder and Senior Pastor of The Love Church (TLC).  He is dedicated 

to building people inside the church walls that will help him to reach those in the 

community and city of Winston-Salem. 

Pastor Curt has a passion and love for people and seeing them reach their highest 

potential in Christ.  The formation of The Love Church in January 2011 was a start to 

him fulfilling Gods call on his life as he desires others to do the same. 

He is an advocate of education and higher 

learning and is himself seeking his bachelor’s 

degree in Theology.  He is honored to be 

married to First Lady Shameka Friday and 

they share the love of his daughter (Lateria), 

their stillborn princess (Layla – Nov2011), 

and the children they are believing God for. 

 
Shameka Friday, lovingly known as Lady 

Friday, is the wife of Pastor Curt and First 

Lady to TLC.  A Christian woman of faith, 

she unreservedly push the women around her 

to develop their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

She is the leader of TLC’s Women’s Ministry and continues to develop it as the church 

ages.  Using her life as her message, Lady Friday wants nothing more than to LIFT HIM 

UP and watch Him draw. 

Lady Friday has a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from WSSU but has a passion for 

ministering through liturgical dance as well as empowering women through small group 

gatherings. Lady Friday takes her obligation to serve in ministry alongside her husband 

seriously and desires that God get the glory out of their lives! 
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Our Bedrock Principles  

1.We will WIN SOULS (Evangelism) 

2.We will GIVE GIVE GIVE (specialize in outreach programs for hurting people) 

3.We will EMPOWER YOUTH 

4.We will IMPACT THIS CITY Winston-Salem/Triad through television and radio 

5.We will seek HOLISTIC IMPROVEMENT of each member 

6.We will be the model for EXCELLENT MINISTRY in our city and in the nation. We 
will always strive to be excellent in customer service, including how we treat our 
members, visitors, and guests alike. 

7.We will stay HUMBLE and maintain the SPIRIT OF LOVE and realness while giving 
all credit and GLORY TO GOD for our success. 

 

What We Believe  

•Jesus Christ is the son of the living God 

•He died for our sins and rose on the third day for our justification 

•Accepting Christ as your Savior is the only way to heaven 

 

VISION 

We are here to empower the community, reach the youth, young adults, and everyone 
looking for a change by showing them the love that God showed us. We are here to 
provide growth in every aspect of life, preaching and teaching the word of God to win 
souls for Christ.  

 

We are a church where you come as you are but you won't stay as you are!! 
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SALVATION 101 
Course Overview: 

These discipleship lessons are designed to help you begin your new life in Jesus Christ.  
They will help you understand what your relationship to God is, how to communicate 
with Him, how to apply basic Bible principles to your life, and how your life can be an 
influential witness and testimony of God’s grace. 

Whether you just accepted Christ as your Savior or have been a Christian for years, 
understanding these principles will help establish a solid foundation in your life whereby 
you can learn to enjoy a victorious life in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our sincere prayer for you is that these lessons might help you grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Memory Verse:                                                                                                               
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
Romans 10:9-10                                   
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Lesson 1: Salvation 

Learning Objectives 
1. What happens now that I am saved? 
2. What is my new relationship with God now? 
3. Will I sin after I am saved? 

Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefied and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5 

What happpenss now that I am saved? 

Throughout history God has given every individual a chance to accept His eternal plan of salvation. Sadly most people 
have rejected it and as a result will suffer eternal damnation (Romans 2:5). Thus accepting Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Savior is the most important decision you will ever make in your lifetime. Instead of being destined for hell you 
will now spend eternity with the Lord Jesus Christ. No longer living life in vain now you have a reason to live with 
eternal results. The emptiness inside has been filled by Him (Ephesians 2:1-7). 

The devil also knows of your new life in Jesus Christ.  His desire for you to reject God’s salvation is no longer in effect.  
However, he now will exert every effort to keep you from growing close to God and fulfilling God’s plan for your life.  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them (Ephesians 2:10). 

Your decision to trust Jesus Christ as your personal Savior is the GREATEST decision you could ever make.  
However, it is very unlikely that you understand the true significance of what has happened in your life.  The purpose of 
this lesson is to explain briefly what took place and how your decision has affected your basic relationship to God. 

I. THERE ARE ONLY 2 SPIRITUAL FAMILIES IN THE WORLD 

a. The fallen sinner’s family 

i. John 8:44 speaks of a group of people who are “of their father the devil.” See also John 
8:38. 

ii. You enter this family by birth through your physical father, who is ultimately a descendent 
of Adam.  Genesis 5:3 shows that the descendants of Adam are born in Adam’s image 
and likeness which is that of a fallen sinner. 

iii. You inherited your disposition to commit sin from your father Adam.  Romans 5:12 states 
“Therefore, just as through one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 

iv. Romans 5:12 is clear that as a result of your sin you were sentenced to die. 

v. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death…” 

vi. I Corinthians 15:22 “…In Adam all die…” 

b. God’s Family 

i. John 1:12-13 says “but as many as received Him (that is your decision to trust Jesus 
Christ as your Savior), to them He gave the right to become children of God (your 
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entrance into God’s family), even to those who believe in His name: who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man (it is not a physical birth), but of 
God.” (It is a spiritual birth.) 

ii. You also enter God’s family by birth; but it is a spiritual birth by your heavenly father.  
John 3:3 states “…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

iii. This new birth puts you into God’s family in exactly the same way your physical birth puts 
you into your father’s family.  You are now a son/daughter of God by birth. 

iv. As a result of your new birth, you have inherited God’s divine nature and you now have 
eternal life.  See John 6:47, John 3:36, John 5:12. 

II. BEING IN GOD’S FAMILY SEPARATES YOU FROM THE FAMILY OF FALLEN SINNERS 

a. Your body is now the temple of the Holy Spirit.  God’s Holy Spirit lives inside you. (I Corinthians 
6:19) 

b. II Corinthians 6:14-18 commands the believer to maintain a difference between him and the lost.  
“Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, 
or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever” (vs. 14,15)? 

c. The new life is perfectly summarized for you in II Corinthians 5:17-18, “Therefore if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature: the old things passed away; behold new things have come.  Now all 
things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ…” 

III. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SINNER AND SAINT 

When we talk about “sinners,” we are speaking about those individuals who are not saved; have not said the 
“sinner’s” prayer, and have not accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  These are individuals who remain 
lost and in darkness. (See John 8:44). 

We therefore, are referred to as “saints,” because we are saved.  Jesus is now the head of our life; He is our Lord.  
A “saint” is one who has been declared righteous by God.  We are righteous only because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, not because of anything that we ourselves deserve or have proven through good 
works.  We are clothed in righteousness by Jesus.  We are “saints” who happen to sin. (See Isaiah 61:10; 
Romans 6; 7:14-25). 

 

SAINT SINNER 

Saved - Believer Lost - Unbeliever 

Accepts Jesus Christ and believes the Gospel Never accepts Jesus Christ as Savior 

Living in the Light Living in Darkness 

Has responded to the WOOING and CONVICTING 
work of the Holy Spirit 

Has never responded to the WOOING and 
CONVICTING of the Holy Spirit 

Declared righteous by God with Heaven promised Remains unrighteous and doomed to Hell 
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IV. WHAT IS MY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD NOW? 

a. He is your Heavenly Father, and you are His child.  “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 
these are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14) 

b. Now that you are saved; God no longer deals with you as a sinner, He deals with you as a son. 
See Galatians 4:6-7 

c. Your relationship with God is pictured by the earthly relationship between a father and son. 

i. A good father loves and cares for his son. 1 Peter 5:7 

ii. A good father protects his son. Matthew 18:6 

iii. A good father provides for his son. Philippians 4:19 

iv. A good father guides and teaches his son. John 14:26 

v. A good father helps his son. Psalms 46:1 

vi. A good father encourages his son. Philippians 4:13 

vii. A good father disciplines his son. Hebrews 12:5-11, Revelations 3:19 

viii. A good father feeds his son. Matthew 4:4 

ix. A good father has a plan for his son. Romans 8:28, Jeremiah 29:11 

d. A good father will NEVER do anything to purposely hurt his son.  He will only do those things which 
will help him grow and mature into the young man he wants him to be.  Your heavenly father 
operates in the same way, only His ways are perfect.  Unlikely earthly fathers who sometimes get it 
wrong, God never makes a mistake in His dealings with His sons.  Matthew 7:11 “if you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
Heaven give what is good to them who ask Him?” 

V. WILL I SIN AFTER I AM SAVED? 

Yes. Galatians 5:17 tells us that the “flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh” so 
there is a war going on inside every Christian.  We are indeed new creations and the old man is dead, yet the 
“flesh” is still around with all its desires and appetites and this is what we war against.  At salvation, a Christian’s 
sinful nature is crucified and buried with Christ.  It is instantaneous.  “Knowing this, that our old self (sinful nature) 
was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be 
slaves to sin” (Romans 6:6.)  After we are born again, we are NOT “sinners” anymore, even though we will make 
mistakes.  The dominating power of sin has been done away with.  “For sin shall not be master over you, for you 
are not under law but under grace” (Romans 6:14). 

However, we still commit sin because of external temptations that seduce the natural appetites of the body.  
These temptations will continue to call old fleshy desires and compete for the attention of your mind, body, and 
soul.  We need to offer our bodies God and be renewed in our minds (see Romans 12:1-3).  If you constantly give 
into your flesh it will continue to control you “and those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 7:8). 

If you constantly feed your spirit man by reading the Bible, praying, fasting, and faithfully attending church 
services, you will consistently be victorious over sin. 
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God has already graciously given us the Holy Spirit so we can be victorious in our daily Christian walk (Ephesians 
1:13).  With His help, and be following the principles of God’s Word, we can progressively overcome sin and 
become more and more like Christ.  Let’s face it, being a Christian can be quite challenging at times.  This is why 
believers are encouraged to put to death the deeds of the body (Romans 8:13), to put to death that which makes 
a Christian sin (Colossians 3:5), and to put aside other sins such as anger, wrath, abusive speech, etc. 
(Colossians 3:8).  Yes, the Christian has just one true nature, but that nature needs continual renewing 
(Colossians 3:10) and this renewing, of course, is a lifetime process. 

VI. BASIC QUESTIONS 

a. How does sin affect my relationship with my Father? 

When you sin God does not kick you out of His family.  Sin does not affect your relationship but it does 
affect your fellowship and level of intimacy with God.  As previously discussed (Hebrews 12:5-11), when 
you sin, He will discipline you as a son. 

b. What should I do when I sin? 

Confess it and trust the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse you. I John 1:6-10, Proverbs 28:13, Psalms 51 

Learning Objectives 

1. UNDERSTAND THE PRINCIPLE OF ETERNAL SECURITY (ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED) 

“NOW THAT I AM SAVED, CAN I EVER LOSE MY SALVATION?” 

Once an individual has settled the question of salvation as the Bible declares it – by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ (Ephesians 2:8) – it is imperative that he understands how that decision has affected his entire life. 

In the previous lesson, we learned that there are only two spiritual families on this earth, God’s family and the 
devil’s family.  We learned that we were born into the devil’s family at the time of our physical birth, and we are 
born into God’s family when we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior (John 1:12-13).  It is heartbreaking for people 
whose sin debt has been paid in full to squirm under the uncertainty of whether they belong in the family of God. 

In this lesson we will discuss the state of the new believer in God’s family, and from the Biblical facts, settle the 
question of the eternal security of the Christian. 

I. STUDY THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF ON THIS SUBJECT 

a. Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has 
eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life” (John 5:24). 

b. God will not cast you out of His family under any circumstances.  Jesus Christ promises that, “All 
that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the ones who come to Me I will certainly not cast 
out” (John 6:37). 

c. John 10:27-30 makes it clear that no man can cause you to lose your salvation, because God your 
Father is greater than all men. 

II. IS THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO TO LOSE MY SALVATION 
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a. Salvation is by grace through faith, and not by works.  It is a GIFT from God.  No man can lose his 
salvation on his own, because no man earned salvation.  Ephesians 2:8-9, I Peter 1:3-5, Hebrews 
7:25 

b. Titus 3:3-7 makes it clear that if we had to do anything to earn or keep salvation, we would lose it 
easily.  Yet, II Timothy 1:12 assures us it is Jesus Christ who keeps us, not we ourselves. 

c. Galatians 2:21 states clearly that if we could become righteous by anything we do, then Jesus 
Christ’s death was a waste. 

III. IS THERE ANYTHING THAT CAN CAUSE ME TO LOSE MY SALVATION 

a. No. Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine or nakedness, or peril or sword?  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37) 

Romans 8:38-39 says “For I am persuaded that neither: 

1. Death – you can’t lose it when you die 

2. Life – you can’t lose it while you are alive 

3. Angels – can’t take it from you 

4. Principalities – the government can’t take it from you 

5. Powers – the devil can’t cause you to lose it 

6. Things Present – nothing happening right now can take it away 

7. Things to come – nothing in the future can make you lose it 

8. Height – nothing above you 

9. Depth – nothing below you 

10. Nor Any Other Creature – shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Jesus Christ our Lord” 

b. Why is this? 

i. Because your relationship with God is now a father/son relationship by birth. Review 
John 1:12-13. 

ii. When you were born physically, there was a record made of your birth called a birth 
certificate (I John 5:11-13).  When you were born AGAIN, your name was written in the 
book of Life. (Revelation 20:12,15) 

iii. Your birth certificate was marked with a seal.  Your spiritual birth is sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of God. (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30) 

iv. Your birth is fixed forever, both physically and spiritually, and even God himself cannot 
change that fact.  You will be your (natural) father’s son for eternity because you were 
born of his seed.  You could leave the country, disown each other, change your name, 
and never see him, hear from him or even think about him the rest of your life; but it will 
never change the fact that he is your father.  You can die, but you can never be unborn. 
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IV. BASIC QUESTIONS 

a.  How can I know for sure that I am saved? 

The epistle of I John is written for this purpose.  I John 5:13 says, “These things I have written to 
you who believe in the name of the son of God, so that you may KNOW that you have eternal 
life…”  As a new Christian, I John should be a primary focal point to help you grow and to settle this 
issue. 

b. What if I don’t feel saved? 

i. Your salvation is not based on feelings.  While the salvation experience is emotional, 
salvation itself is not.  It is based upon the objective factual truth of the Word of God. 

ii. I John 3:20 says, “In whatever our heart condemns us (we think or feel lost); for God is 
greater than our heart and knows all things.  God knows if you’re saved, even if you 
don’t.  JUST BELIEVE WHAT GOD HAS SAID! I John 2:25 

 

Learning Objectives 

1. UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE/BENEFIT OF BAPTISM 

2. UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE/BENEFIT OF COMMUNION 

The two ordinances of the church are Baptism and Communion.  Both are visual aids of our salvation. 

Baptism 

Virtually every religious denomination in existence teaches some form of baptism as part of their doctrine, and the 
diversities in their teaching are wide.  This lesson is intended to give the Bible’s clear and definite teaching on the 
subject so you understand perfectly what God’s intention is regarding baptism. 

I. WHY DOES GOD INSTRUCT IS TO BE BAPTIZED? 

a. Baptism is the first act of obedience in service to the Lord, whereby the believer publicly 
identifies, through immersion, with Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection. 

b. Jesus set the example Himself by submitting to baptism before He began public ministry. 
(Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22) 

c. In Matthew 3:13-15, it is clear that Jesus was baptized in obedience to God’s plan.  In verse 
15, He said, “…Permit (allow) it as this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.”  This point of submission and obedience is the single most important thing to 
realize regarding baptism. 

d. Some Bible characters who submitted to baptism after salvation. 

i. The Ethiopian eunuch. Acts 8:36-38 

ii. The apostle Paul. Acts 9:18, 22:16 
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iii. The Philippian jailer and his house. Acts 16:25-33 

II. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM? 

a. Baptism is the believer’s declaration to the world that Christ is the standard by which he or 
she intends to live.  Several types of baptism are mentioned in the Bible.  In each case, 
physical baptism is a picture of a spiritual truth.  The visual picture of baptism represents: 

i. Cleansing from the sin of the old life 

ii. Dying to the old life and being born to a new life 

iii. Demonstrating commitment and allegiance to a new Master and way of life. 

b. Romans 6:1-1 (specifically verses 3-4) shows two purposes of baptism. 

i. Baptism pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I Peter 3:21,22 

ii. Baptism is a public testimony of a new convert’s identification and allegiance with 
Jesus Christ.  It is an outward (public) acknowledgement of an inward 
transformation. 

III. WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED 

a. The clearest case of individual baptism in the Bible is the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-39.  
In verse 36, the eunuch asked, “…what prevents me from being baptized?”  Phillip answered 
with the condition of baptism in verse 37, “…if you believe with all your heart, you may.”  The 
eunuch’s response sealed the matter, ”…I believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God.”  
Other instances of baptism immediately after salvation include Acts 8:12-13 and Acts 18:8. 

b. The only requirement for baptism is the requirement for salvation found in Romans 10:9-10.   

i. Believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior. 

ii. Confess that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior. 

c. There are NO cases of baptism in the Bible of anyone except believers. 

d. Baptizing infants is not biblical.  Children should be of age to accept Christ as Savior.  If you 
were sprinkled as a child or christened, you have not been scripturally baptized.  Infant 
dedication, however, is taught and demonstrated in the Bible.  Both Samuel (1 Samuel 1:27-
28) and Jesus (Luke 2:22) were dedicated to God as infants. 

IV. WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL METHOD OF BAPTISM 

a. Baptize (baptize) in the Greek language means to “dunk, dip, plunge, submerge, or 
immerse.”  The method of baptism is defined by the word itself.  Again, Acts 8:26-39 gives 
the clearest example.  In verses 38-39, BOTH Phillip and the Ethiopian eunuch, went down 
into the water and came up out of the water. 

b. In Matthew 3:16, Jesus was baptized in the same manner. 

c. The Biblical method of Baptism is complete immersion.  As mentioned previously, baptism is 
a picture of death, burial, and resurrection.  The only way to bury someone is to put him or 
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her completely underground.  No one in the Bible was ever sprinkled, because no one can 
be buried by sprinkling dirt on them. 

V. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO BE BAPTIZED 

a. Baptism is NOT a requirement of salvation, though it should be part of every believer’s 
experience.  Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear a man is saved by grace through faith without 
works, including baptism. 

b. Baptism IS essential for service and spiritual growth.  Matthew 28:19-20, the “Great 
Commission” proves it essential.  Baptism is an integral part of the great commission and 
precedes teaching. 

c. Before anyone can be taught to follow Jesus Christ, they must be willing to submit to the first 
act of obedience.  If a person refuses to obey the Lord in the first point, he will not obey in 
the future points.  Matthew 3:13-15 

VI. BASIC QUESTIONS 

a. Where should I be baptized? 

Since baptism is a public confession of Jesus Christ, most often it will be done publicly in front of 
the local church.  Many times people will be baptized in creeks or rivers, which is fine; the Lord 
Jesus Christ was baptized in the river Jordan.  The actual place of baptism is not important.  The 
act of public testimony of your identification with the Lord Jesus Christ is the important point. 

b. What about being re-baptized 

i. You should be re-baptized if you were not baptized according to the scriptures. 

ii. You should consider being re-baptized when you change from one doctrine to 
another for the purpose of identification and submission to that doctrine.  The 
identity factor is underscored in Acts where we find that those who were baptized 
to identify with John were re-baptized in the name of Jesus to identify with Him. 
Acts 19:1-5 

COMMUNION 

Communion is often referred to as “the Lord Supper.”  This sacred ordinance is practiced by Christians 
usually during, however, not limited to, a worship service.  Believers partake of the bread and the wine (or 
grape juice) with the purpose of remembering Christ, receiving strength from Him, and rededicating 
themselves to His cause. 

I. THE LORD’S SUPPER 

a. Terms used 

i. “Lord’s Supper” – used only in I Corinthians 11:20 

ii. Communion – read I Corinthians 11:23-33 

iii. Eucharist – The Eucharist is another name for Holy Communion.  The term comes 
from the Greek by way of Latin, and it means “thanksgiving.” Luke 22:17 
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b. The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

i. See Matthew 26:26-29 

ii. Mark 14:22-25 

iii. Luke 22:17-20 

iv. John 13:21-30 

c. The Christian Perspective of The Lord’s Supper 

i. Remembrance – Jesus said “Do this in remembrance of me” (see Luke 22:19; 1 
Corinthians 11:24, 25) 

1. The reason Jesus wants Christians to recall His death is for all Christians 
to understand the agonies that took place on the cross which should 
compel every believer to reflect on the marvelous life and ministry of our 
Savior.  Also, His death covered the sins of the world. John 6:53-58 

2. Our lives were saved by the mercy and grace of God. Ephesians 2:4-7 

ii. Renewal/Commitment – The Lord’s Supper is a time to examine ourselves and 
partake in a worthy manner. I Corinthians 11:28-29 

During this time, we as believers renew our dedication to Christ and His people in 
hopeful anticipation of His return. I Corinthians 11:26 

Each person must be sure to confess all sins before partaking in this sacred 
ordinance, or else, be prepared for the wrath of God to take place in their life. I 
Corinthians 11:30 

iii. Rejoicing – The Lord’s Supper is a celebration!  He lives! He is coming back!! 

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial service.  While we grieve over the price of our 
salvation cost the Son of God, we also rejoice over the wonderful memories of what 
He has done in our lives.  Here are four things to remember at the Lord’s Table: 

1. By His sovereign will, He chose you. Ephesians 1:4-5 

2. By His substitutionary death, He saved you. Romans 5:7-8 

3. By His spirit, He has sealed you forever. Ephesians 1:13-14 

4. His steadfast love sustains you every single day and minute and second 
and millisecond.  His love is unconditional and everlasting. Jeremiah 31:3 

Learning Objectives 

1. UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING HOLY 

2. DEFINITION/UNDERSTANDING OF SANTIFICATION 

3. UNDERSTAND THE NATURE, PURPOSE AND POWER OF PRAYER 
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HOLINESS 

Ephesians 1:4 “…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be HOLY and without 
blemish before Him in love.” 

Holiness means ‘to be set apart’ also it means ‘to sanctify’.  There are actually two applications of holiness.  The first is 
‘positional holiness’, meaning to be set apart from sin and to be set apart unto God.  The second is ‘practical holiness’, 
which means to be purged from sin and to be refined, regenerated, and renewed in mind and spirit.  “Therefore, having 
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God.” (II Corinthians 7:1) 

God alone is the source of holiness.  Our holiness has its source in the holiness of the Triune God. 

I. GOD THE FATHER 

1 Peter 1:14-16 “As obedient children do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, but like the holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, 
“YOU SHALL BE HOLY FOR I AM HOLY.” 

II. GOD THE SON 

I Corinthians 1:30-31 “By His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.” 

III. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 

I Peter 2:9-10 states, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; [He has separated, sanctified you for His own purposes]—for you once were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

a. He is utterly and completely set apart for God’s service. 

b. He is absolutely holy in characted. 

c. He indwells every believer, sets them apart for God’s service, sets them apart from sin unto 
righteousness, and produces in them holiness of character. 

SANCTIFICATION 

The mystery of sanctification is that the perfect qualities of Jesus Christ are imparted as a gift to me, not gradually, but 
instantly once I enter by faith into the realization that He “became for [me]..sanctification…” (I Corinthians 1:30). 

Sanctification means nothing less than the holiness of Jesus becoming mine and being exhibited in my life. 

Sanctification means the impartation of the holy qualities of Jesus Christ to me.  It is the gift of His patience, love, 
holiness, faith, purity, and godliness that is exhibited in and through every sanctified soul.  Sanctification is not drawing 
from Jesus the power to be holy – it is drawing from Jesus the very holiness that was exhibited in Him, and that He 
now exhibits in me. 

Sanctification is an impartation, not an imitation.  Imitation is something altogether different.  The perfection of 
everything is in Jesus Christ, and the mystery of sanctification is that all the perfect qualities of Jesus are at my 
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disposal.  Consequently, I slowly but surely begin to live a life of inexpressible order, soundness, and holiness. See II 
Peter 1:3-4 and I Thessalonians 4:3-8. 

We must continually remind ourselves of the purpose of life.  We are not destines to happiness, nor to health, but to 
holiness.  The only thing that truly matters is whether a person will accept the God who will make him holy.  At all 
costs, a person must have the right relationship with God. 

God has only one intended destiny for mankind-holiness.  His only goal is to produce saints.  God is not some eternal 
blessing-machine for people to use, and He did not come to save us out of pity – He came to save us because He 
created us to be holy. 

Atonement through the Cross of Christ means that God can put me back into perfect oneness with Himself through the 
death of Jesus Christ, without a trace of anything coming between us any longer.  Holiness is not simply what God 
gives me, but what I have become by way of the Spirit of God dwelling inside me. 

PRAYER 

This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we 
know He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. I John 
5:14-15 

There are four principles we need to acknowledge as we begin to understand the nature, purpose, and power of 
prayer.  They are: 

1. God’s purpose is more important than our plans. 

2. God has placed His word above even Himself. 

3. God will never violate or break His word. 

4. God’s holiness is the foundation of His integrity and faithfulness. 

See Proverbs 19:21-22; Isaiah 46:10-11; Isaiah 55:11-12; Ephesians 1:11; Hebrews 6:17; and Matthew 5:18-19. 

WHAT IS PRAYER? 

a. Prayer is man giving God the legal right and permission to interfere in earth’s affairs. 

b. Prayer is man giving heaven earthly license to influence earth. 

c. Prayer is man exercising his legal authority on earth to invoke heaven’s influence on the planet.  
See II Chronicles 7:14; Luke 18:1-2; Ephesians 6:17-18; I Thessalonians 5:16-19; and Matthew 
18:18-20. 

d. Prayer is not an option; it is a necessity. Luke 18:1 

e. Prayer is not a half-hearted ritual recitation of words; it is an outpouring of the heart. 

f. Prayer is something we learn to do.  We are not born knowing how to pray.  We are not even born 
again knowing how to pray.  We must learn to pray. Matthew 6:5-12 

We don’t pray to have our needs met; we have needs in order that we pray.  This is how we remind 
ourselves that God exists; this is how we build a relationship with Him.  Therefore, what happens to us 
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is determined by our relationship to God.  Our relationship to God is monitored by our prayers, because 
that’s how we interact with Him directly and immediately. 

Prayer is how we speak to Him, it is how we hear Him, and it is how we develop an emotional 
relationship with Him. And as any adult knows from life experience, for any relationship to stand a 
chance, it has to be real. 

A.C.T.S BIBLICAL BASICS FOR PRAYER 

A good relationship with God is much like a good relationship with anybody.  It takes good eyes, good ears, affirmation 
and confrontation, receiving and giving. 

Let’s look at the basics of an authentic Biblical relationship with God through prayer in four words: adoration, 
confession, thanksgiving, and supplication.  Reading Scripture and praying with these in mind opens our eyes and 
hearts to the Lord and His counsel. 

I. ADORATION (AWE, APPRECIATION, ENJOYMENT, ETC.) 

As you reflect on a passage of Scripture or concentrate on your circumstances, whatever you might notice about 
God the Father, Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit that comes to your attention, jot them down.  Enjoy and praise 
God for who He is.  Don’t leave a passage or its larger context until you have seen a glimpse of glory; some 
aspect of who God is.  He is the focal point of faith. 

II. CONFESSION 

Admit attitudes and actions which are self-centered, which tear down rather than build up, which are in conflict 
with God’s truth and grace.  Repent and choose to turn away from sin.  God will cleanse, sanctify (I Thessalonians 
5:23, 24).  Be filled with the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit (Luke 11:13, Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:16, 22-
26). 

III. THANKSGIVING 

Recognize provisions, blessings that are yours, and thank God who is the source of all good things. (I 
Thessalonians 5:18, James 1:17) 

IV. SUPPLICATION (PETITION) 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. Philippians 4:6 

a. Reflect on A, C, and T.  In view of who God is and His will and who you are, your assets and 
liabilities, your positives and negatives, seek His guidance.  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But he 
must ask in faith without any doubting…” (James 1:5). 

b. Make supplication your action phase, your daily planning time, jotting down things you believe God 
wants you to do or not do today.  Ask for His help (John 15:5, 7, 8; Proverbs 3:5, 6).  Share with a 
prayer partner or small group for support, rejoicing, and accountability. 

c. If you are unsure if your prayer request are in keeping with God’s will, ask the Holy Spirit to make 
intercession (Romans 8:26).  The apostle Paul assures us that when we are stumped – that is, we 
don’t know God’s will on a matter – the Holy Spirit will pray through us.  And since the Spirit of God 
knows the mind of God, the Spirit’s prayer is always in keeping with the will of the Father. 



16 
 

 

THE ROMANS ROAD TO SALVATION                                                

What Must I Do to be Saved? 

Romans 3:23 – for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God           

We are born under the power of sin’s control.                                              

Admit that you are a sinner. 

Romans 6:23a - …the wages of sin is death                                                    

Sin has an ending.  It results in death.  We all face physical death, which is a result of sin.  But a worse 
death is spiritual death that alienates us from God, and will last for all eternity.                                                                   

Understand that you deserve death for your sin. 

Romans 6:23b - … But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord                                                                                                           

Salvation is a free gift from God to you!  We can’t earn this gift, but we must reach out and receive it.                                                                                   

Ask God to forgive you and save you. 

Romans 5:8 – But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ dies for us!                                           

When Jesus died on the cross He paid sin’s penalty.  Be He loved us He gave Himself for us!                                                                                                          
Give your life to God… His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is your only hope to have forgiveness 

and change.  His love bought you out of being a slave to sin.  His love is what saves you.  Not religion or 
church membership.  God loves you and reaches you right where you are! 

Romans 10:9,10 – if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, 

resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation                                    

God is knocking on your heart door; ask Him to come into your heart 

Romans 10:13 – whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved     

Call out to God in the name of Jesus!  Receive His free gift of salvation! 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE 
ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

WHY DO WE TEACH THIS COURSE? 

• To increase knowledge and understanding of the works and dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit 

• To ensure that all members of “The Love Church” operate from a unified, yet 
evolving understanding of the functions and attributes of the Holy Spirit. 

• To prepare each new member to activate the power of the Holy Spirit and 
effectively use that power in the ministry to which God has called them. 

1. The WOOING and CONVICTING work of the Holy Spirit 
2. The BIRTHING, BAPTZING, INDWELLING, SEALING, CONTROLLING 

work of the Holy Spirit 
3. The EMPOWERING work of the Holy Spirit                                                   

*refer to chart on the next page 

Memory Verse                                                                                                                  
And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 
those who obey Him – Acts 5:32 NASB 

 

References                                                                                                                            
“The Eight Ministries of the Holy Spirit” by Bishop Joey Johnson                                       
“What We Believe About the Holy Spirit” – CD/DVD Series by Dr. R.A.Vernon                  
“Got Power” – CD/DVD Series by Dr. R.A. Vernon  
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8 MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

The Work of the Holy Spirit In The Life of The Sinner-Believer 
ACTION What ‘THE LOVE CHURCH” Believes  

The drawing or wooing work of the Holy Spirit (John 
6:44; Genesis 24) 

Previous to Salvation 

The convicting work of the Holy Spirit (The Spirit 
convicts the sinner of sin, righteousness, and judgment) 
(John 16:7-11) 

Previous To or At The Moment of Salvation 

The birthing work of the Holy Spirit (John 3:1-8) At Salvation 
The baptizing work of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13) At Salvation 
The sealing work of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 
1:13; Eph. 4:30) 

At Salvation 

The controlling work of the Holy Spirit (filled) (Eph. 5:18) Normally subsequent to salvation, but sometimes at 
salvation, (not viewed as the baptism in the Holy Spirit) 

The empowering work of the Holy Spirit (Baptized in the 
Holy Spirit [Acts 1:5]. Filled with the Spirit [Acts 2:4] 

Normally subsequent to salvation, but sometimes at 
Salvation (not viewed as controlled by the Holy Spirit) 

 
THE WOOING AND CONVICTING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
WHY THIS SESSION IS IMPORTANT: 

1. To gain an appreciation for who (not what) the Holy Spirit is and how he operates in our lives  
2. To understand the wooing work of the Holy Spirit 
3. To understand the convicting work of the Holy Spirit 
4. To understand the difference between convicting and guilt 
 
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
The Holy Spirit is from God and was with God in the beginning according to Genesis 1:2, the Spirit of God was 
moving over the surface of the waters.  The Holy Spirit is a HE and not a force, a thing, or an “it”.  He is a distinct 
person within the Godhead with all the attributes that personhood avails. 
 
John 14:16 – I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever 
 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.  Trinity can be defined as the union of three distinct and divine 
persons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so that all three are one in substance, yet individually three separate 
persons.  The term, “Triunity,” accurately expresses the idea of the three in one.  The Triune God exists 
simultaneously in the three persons.  Each is co-equal, co-powerful, and co-eternal with the other. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus, detailed in Luke 3:21, records the presence of all three Persons of the Godhead. 
• Jesus was in the Jordan River, being baptized 
• The Holy Spirit was descending upon Jesus  
• The Father was speaking from Heaven 
• The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, present as one God, yet distinctly separate 
 
In John 14:16, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the parakletos.  This Greek word is translated-comforter, advocate, 
counselor, or helper.  Jesus was assuring His disciples that another person, of equal essence and substance, 
would be with the, to teach, testify, convict, guide, and reveal truth. (See John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8; 13-14, 
Galatians 4:6). 

 
WHERE DO WE FIND THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
THE Holy Spirit lives on earth inside your body if you are authentically saved.  The day you received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit of God took up permanent residency in your body.  The Holy Spirit 
cannot be evicted nor does He ever want to leave us.  You do not “catch” the Holy Spirit as if he were a football, nor 
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does he have any desire to play hide and go seek with you.  He desires to be tangible in our lives to lead and guide us 
every day. 
 
John 14:17/// “that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.” 
 
HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT WOO US TO HIMSELF? 
 
The word woo carries the idea of persistence with an aim to win over.  It also means “to pursue the affection of another 
as in courting; or to solicit or entreat with insistence or persistence.”  When the Holy Spirit woos us, He never gives up 
on us. 
 
We are saved because of the wooing, drawing, winning ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit draws and woos us 
by displaying to us the riches of God and His Son, Jesus Christ.  In this way, the Trinity works together; but it is the 
distinct ministry of the Holy Spirit that wins us over to God.  The Bible declares, “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:44). 
 
The wooing of the Holy Spirit is a result of the riches of God’s loving-kindness, grace, and mercy.  “The Lord appeared 
to him from afar, saying “I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with loving-kindness” 
(Jeremiah 31:3) 
 
HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICT THE SINNER PRIOR TO SALVATION? 
 
The Holy Spirit convicts sin.  In the lost, He convicts sin to bring them to salvation, which again is the wooing and 
drawing of the Holy Spirit.  To convict means to convince, persuade, or to demonstrate to someone that he/she is 
wrong.  The convicting that takes place prior to salvation is different from the convicting that takes place after you are 
saved. 
 
The convicting work of the Holy Spirit prior to salvation serves to convict unbelievers of: 

• SIN – the sin nature of Adam (not or mortality) 
• RIGHTEOUSNESS – the lack of God’s righteousness and the fact that Jesus is the only acceptable standard 

of righteousness. 
• JUDGMENT – the reality of final judgment that will condemn the unsaved to hell 

“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  and He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the 
ruler of this world has been judged” (John 16:7-11). 

 
HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICT A SAINT (AFTER SALVATION)? 
 
In the saved, He convicts of sin to make us aware of our disobedience to God’s laws.  As believers, we are convicted 
so that we can restore fellowship with God by confessing our sins, or agreeing with Him about our disobedience (I John 
1:9), by repenting, or changing our mind (Rev 3:19, II Peter 3:9), and by receiving God’s cleansing through the blood of 
Jesus Christ (I John 1:7, Rev. 1:5). 
 
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CONVICTION AND GUILT? 
 
An experience or feeling of conviction is the Spirit of God pointing out that there is a break in our fellowship with Him.  
This type of conviction occurs in the heart of a saint.  Remember, sin breaks fellowship but NOT our relationship with 
God.  Once convicted, we can take the necessary steps to restore fellowship with God.  (See Isaiah 1:18 and I John 
1:9).  Once you restore fellowship with sincere repentance, conviction has served its purpose. 
 
An experience or prolonged feeling of guilt is a weapon the devil, “the accuser of the brethren” (Revelation 12:10), 
used to accuse us and make us feel unworthy of and unable to receive God’s blessings. 
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Feelings of conviction and guilt are often confused.  It is important that you realize the difference so that you can 
quickly confess by agreeing with God concerning your sin and receive His forgiveness. (See Psalms 130:4, Acts 10:43, 
James 5:16). 
 

CONVICTION GUILT 
A tool used by God A weapon used by the devil 

To help us recognize sin and convince us of our wrong To make us feel unworthy, shameful, defeated, 
depressed 

To help us realize our separation from God To accuse us 
To encourage us to take the steps necessary to restore 
fellowship (agree with God) 

To make us unable to receive God’s blessing 

 
 
THE BIRTHING, BAPTIZING, INDWELLING AND SEALING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Learning Objectives 

1. To understand the birthing work of the Holy Spirit and being “born again” 
2. To understand the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit 
3. To gain a thorough understanding of the believer’s position in the Kingdom of God and in the body of Christ 

at salvation 
4. To understand the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit 
5. To understand the sealing work of the Holy Spirit 

 
WHAT IS THE BIRTHING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
The birthing work of the Holy Spirit is automatically carried out at the moment of salvation for every believer who places 
their trust in Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit functions as a divine midwife to the repenting sinner as He brings us into the 
Kingdom of God.  Jesus explains to Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 
 
Physical childbirth is a radical event, experience, and change.  The child, who was just prior to birth, secure in the 
womb of its mother, is thrust out into a whole new world.  Likewise, salvation is a radical event, experience, and 
change.  Just as a natural baby is suddenly thrust into a whole new world through the miraculous experience of being 
born, we, who put our trust in Jesus Christ, are suddenly thrust into a whole new world through the miraculous 
experience of being “born again”.  The bible declares, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold , new things have come” (II Cor. 5:17). 
 
The phrase “born again” literally means to be born from above, born from heaven, or born of the Spirit.  Since natural 
birth is the first birth, to be born from above, born from heaven, or born from the Spirit is a second birth.  The Holy Spirit 
literally recreates us and gives us the nature of God.  We are therefore born again with God’s DNA, becoming newborn 
babes in Christ.  It is the re-birth that ushers us or positions us in the Kingdom of God.  We are now a part of God’s 
family.  Titus 3:5 says, “He saves us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to 
His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
WHAT IS THE “KINGDOM OF GOD”? 
 
The Kingdom of God is the sphere or realm of God’s rule and authority in heaven and on earth.  When we are born 
again we are translated into a new realm.  One of the purposes for the new birth is to position us in the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Psalm 145:11-13 -  They shall speak of the glory of Your Kingdom and talk of Your power; To make known to the sons 
of men Your mighty acts and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom.  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
Your dominion endures throughout all generations. (Also see Romans 14:17 and Luke 12:32). 
 
WHAT IS THE BAPTIZING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
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“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.” (I Cor. 12:13) 
 
The “Baptizing Work of the Holy Spirit” referred to in this lesson is different from the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit”, that 
has been popularized in extreme Pentecostal and charismatic churches. 
 
In Corinthians 12:13, the Apostle Paul used the word baptism to mean immersion into the Body of Christ.  In the 
context in which he used the word, he was referring to the change in position of the believer into the Body of Christ that 
occurs at salvation because of the baptizing of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit baptizes us into the body of Christ at salvation.  The word ‘baptism’ is derived from the Greek word 
βαπτίζω (baptizo) which means to make wet; to fully immerse in; or to introduce into.  Water baptism is an outward 
symbol of this inward work already completed by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. 
 
When we are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, we are also baptized into Jesus’ death, burial, 
resurrection, and life.  The baptizing work of the Holy Spirit introduces us into a vital new connection with Jesus.  
Galatians 3:27 says “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  Being clothed 
with Christ is putting on Christ, putting on the character, interests, and manners of Christ, which is one outcome of 
being baptized or immersed into the body of Christ. (Also see Romans 6:3-5). 
 
WHAT IS THE “BODY OF CHRIST”? 
 
The Body of Christ is the place that all believers are introduced into through the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit.  We 
are made one body through the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit.  The Body of Christ, like all bodies, is comprised of 
many parts.  There are limbs, organs, and various members that, when left alone are useless, but when assembled 
make up the entire body.  One of the purposes for the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit is to unify and position all 
believers within the universal church or body of Christ.  “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit” (I Cor 12:13). 
 
Members of the Body of Christ share a common bond with all other Christians, regardless of background, race, or 
ministry.  “This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other” (I Cor 12:25 
NLT). 
 
 
 
THE INDWELLING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Everyone who is saved is indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  The believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and this 
glorification occurs on the inside of the believer.  The purpose of the indwelling Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ while He is 
absent from the earth.  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” 
(I Cor. 6:19-20).  Only the Holy Spirit can help us perceive the reality that we are in God, and that God permanently 
abides in us.  
See Romans 8:9 and I John 3:24 
 
When a Christian is indwelled with the Holy Spirit, Christ is at home in their body.  The indwelling Holy Spirit makes the 
presence of Jesus Christ more real and experiential, because the Holy Spirit is, among other things, the Spirit of Christ.  
“…the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spiritwho was given to us” (Romans 5:5).  
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a source of life that sustains us and touches others.  
 
He indwells us and reveals or illuminates to us things that are freely given to us by God.  When we read the Bible, He 
will reveal the heart of God to us.  “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He 
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  
He will glorify Me, for He will take Mine and will disclose it to you” (John 16:13-14). 
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THE SEALING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
The three phases of salvation are given in Ephesians 1:13-14: “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His 
glory.” 

1. We must hear the Word of Truth or the Gospel. 
2. We must believe the Gospel. 
3. We are then sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

The sealing work of the Holy Spirit is a guarantee of our eternal security.  He guarantees that Christ is coming back for 
the believer. 
 
In the first century a seal was a guarantee.  It was also a signet impression on a ring, stamped by a king or governor.  
Sealing was used to authenticate contracts, laws, invoices, military orders, etc.  The seal was also used in the 
ratification of treaties. (See II Cor. 1:21-22).  Seals were used to preserve tombs, libraries, treasuries.  The seal was 
backed up by the force of the government in charge, e.g., the seal on the tomb of Christ was guaranteed by the Roman 
troops.  Seals indicate ownership.  God owns the believer, having purchased him from the slave market of sin.  We are 
given the Holy Spirit as a pledge or down payment until Jesus returns to redeem and remove the seal placed upon us 
to Himself (See I Cor. 6:20 and Eph. 4:30). 
 
THE CONTROLLING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Learning Objectives: 

1. To understand the controlling work of the Holy Spirit 
2. To appreciate how the controlling work of the Holy Spirit produces the “fruit of the spirit” 
3. To recognize the need of the believer to submit to the experiential works of the Holy Spirit available 

subsequent to salvation 
 
THE CONTROLLING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (PAUL’S FILLING) 
“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled (or controlled) with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) 
 
Generally, a person who is drunk with wine is not necessarily physically filled with wine, i.e. their stomachs may still 
have room in them, but the wine is influencing and literally controlling the behavior of that person.  When the Apostle 
Paul speaks of being filled with the Holy Spirit he is speaking of being controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
 
When people are drunk with wine, the wine controls them and makes them different than they are normally or brings 
out aspects of them that are normally repressed.  When we are controlled by the Holy Spirit we should be controlled in 
such a way that we are different than we normally are and demonstrating the characteristics of the Holy Spirit.  This is 
an inward work of the Holy Spirit requiring our cooperation.  The Holy Spirit reveals God’s ways and we submit in 
agreement.   
 
In Galations 5:16 the apostle Paul says: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” 
There is an ongoing opposition between the flesh (my old tendencies) and the Spirit (the Holy Spirit living in me).  The 
flesh is anything that is antithetical to God.  It includes habits, thoughts, emotions, hang-ups, and desires that feel good 
to you but aren’t good for you.  If you are walking in the Spirit (your new identity in Christ), you will have the power to 
say no to your flesh (your old nature) with its sinful habits.  It is therefore impossible to walk in the Spirit and carry out 
of the desires of the flesh.  Also see Galatians 5:17-25. 
 
THE “FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” (The PROOF of the Spirit) 
 
The Holy Spirit of God produces a set of character qualities in you as you give your life to Him and walk in His power.  
This set of qualities, as seen in Galatians 5:22-23, is called the fruit (singular) of the Spirit, or proof of the Spirit—
evidence of being Spirit-filled.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  A believer should not be satisfied until all the fruit are 
manifesting in their lives.  No one believer displays all the fruit all the time but should judge themselves when one or 
two is missing all the time. 
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LOVE – (Romans 5:5) God’s love-agape.  This is unconditional love.  You do not hate anyone, nor are you a “hater.”  
The self-denying, self-sacrificing, Christ-like love which is the foundation of all other graces. 
 
JOY – (Romans 14:17) Situations and circumstances do not circumvent your praise.  You have an inner delight that 
God is working it out.  Joy is based on what is happening within you rather than what happens around you.  That deep, 
abiding, inner rejoicing in the Lord. 
 
PEACE – (Romans 14:17) You understand that ultimately there are very few things you control.  Sense of wellbeing 
and fulfillment that comes from God and is dependent on His presence. 
 
LONG-SUFFERING (PATIENCE) – (2 Peter 1:6) Allows you to tolerate the wrongs and even the stupidity of others, 
while still showing the love of God. Forbearance under ill-will, with no thought of retaliation. 
 
GENTLENESS (KINDNESS) – (2 Cor. 6:6) Love for mankind, hospitality, acts of kindness, readiness to help, human 
friendship, benevolence, taking thought of others. 
 
GOODNESS – (2 Thess. 1:11) Kindness in actual manifestation, virtue equipped for action, intrinsic goodness 
producing a generosity and a Godlike state or being. 
 
FAITH (FAITHFULNESS) – (Matthew 23:23) Fidelity which makes one true to his promise and faithful to his task.  
Dependability, loyalty and stability. 
 
MEEKNESS (HUMILITY) – (Matthew 5:5) A character that is equitable, reasonable, forbearing, moderate, fair and 
considerate.  Mildness of manner and disposition. 
 
TEMPERANCE (SELF-CONTROL) – (1 Cor. 9:24-27) The ability to control yourself.  Sober, temperate, calm and 
dispassionate approach to life, having mastered personal desires and passions. 
 
Every believer should seek to be continuously filled with or controlled by the Holy Spirit.  To illustrate this point, 
consider what would happen if you continued driving a car without putting gas in it.  Eventually, the gas would run out, 
and the car would need to be filled up again before you could drive it.  Believers are the same way.  Periodically, we 
need to fill up on the power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul is not commanding people to be controlled by the Holy Spirit as an 
event on a specific day, but to be controlled by the Holy Spirit continuously, as a way of life.  This control is for 
everyday living.  Walking in, by, or according to the Spirit is the same as being controlled by the Holy Spirit.  It is an 
attitude of agreement with God. 
 
Many Christians have a weak spirit and strong flesh.  Whichever one is fed the most is the one that will get stronger.  
Living a Spirit-filled life requires a day-by-day awareness of God’s Word.  We must meditate on it and let it control our 
thinking and behavior.  We have the power to kill sin because of the Spirit’s presence.  We must never think we, in our 
power, can overcome sin.  The Holy Spirit’s power dwells in us and we need to appropriate it.  Saturating our soul, 
heart, and mind with God’s truth, will manifest Spirit-controlled behavior. 
 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word 
of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father” (Col. 3:15-17). 
 
THE EMPOWERING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Learning Objectives: 

1. To understand the empowering work of the Holy Spirit  
2. Exploration of the ‘manifestation gifts’ of the Holy Spirit 
3. To classify/define the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit  

THE EMPOWERING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (LUKE’S FILLING) 
“For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:5) 
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“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance” (Acts 2:4) 
 
In the book of Acts, Luke is speaking of being empowered by the Holy Spirit to transact Kingdom business, when he 
uses the terms baptized and filled.  It is important to recognize the writer and the context when interpreting scripture, so 
as to accurately convey meaning. 
 
The purpose of this aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work is to empower believers to be witnesses of Jesus Christ and to 
transact Kingdom business here on earth (miracles, signs, and wonders).  The empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit 
is for every believer and is for witnessing, warring, and worshipping in the Spirit. 
 
While most of the other works of the Holy Spirit involve a state, condition, or position, which the believer may not be 
aware of; the empowering ministry of the Spirit involves a dynamic experience.  The believer may not understand 
exactly what has happened to him or her, but they know that something very dynamic has occurred. 
 
 
 
HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE EMPOWERING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Since the Day of Pentecost, the empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit has been available to all believers.  Careful 
exegesis of the Bible reveals that such an experience is an available and repeatable experience for believers. (See 
Acts 4:31; Acts 1:8 and Luke 24:49). 
 
As we learned in Session 2, when you receive Jesus as your Savior, you also receive the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is 
a gift. Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 
If we want to be empowered to witness and transact Kingdom business, we need to ask God for this gift of the Holy 
Spirit; and it is Jesus who will immerse us into the Holy Spirit.  The empowering is a gift, and like any gift, all we need 
to do is receive it, and tell God thank you.  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will {your} heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) 
 
EXPLORATION OF THE MANIFESTATION GIFTS AS OUTLINED IN I CORINTHIANS 12:8-11. 
THESE GIFTS ARE EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Manifestation gifts are sometimes referred to as the “flashing-forth” or “charismatic” gifts.  Again, the aim of the gift is 
for others.  The manifestation of the gift will be for a particular person or group, a particular time and a particular place.  
In this instance, time means duration.  How long we operate in the gift is governed by the Holy Spirit.  We may be used 
to give someone a world of knowledge, and we may never be used in that way again.  Therefore, manifestation gifts 
are temporal in nature. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 lists nine different gifts. “For one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 
word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith, by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophesy, and to another the distinguishing of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.” 
 
Manifestation gifts are gifts that are demonstrated through the believer (us).  We do not possess them.  We do not earn 
them.  We are merely vessels through which the Holy Spirit exercises these gifts.  They are supernatural in nature.  
They give us abilities we would not have without the Holy Spirit.  As mentioned earlier, in the natural we cannot heal 
anyone without the Holy Spirit empowering us.  The Holy Spirit decides when and where the gift will be used. 
 
CLASSIFYING/DEFINING THE “FLASHING-FORTH” GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
 

1. THE WORD OF WISDOM – a Spirit-inspired utterance this is characterized by wisdom.  It is the God given 
ability to know just what to say to an individual in need of wise counsel. 



25 
 

2. THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE – giving supernatural insight or information, which one would not have known 
apart from the Spirit’s revealing it.  It differs from general biblical knowledge, in that, it’s spontaneously 
revealed rather than learned through study or acquired experience; however, it must always be tested 
against revealed biblical knowledge. 

3. FAITH – the manifestation of faith is the spontaneously granted spiritual ability to release the energy of God 
for any given action or need; it is to be differentiated from faith that leads to salvation or from general 
Christian faith developed through a daily walk with the Spirit.  It is miracle working faith.  The ability to believe 
God for the supernatural in any situation. 

4. GIFTS OF HEALING – sovereign instances of supernatural healing of the body, soul, or spirit of an individual 
or group. 

5. THE WORKINGS OF MIRACLES – the sovereign display of dunamis, i.e. the supernatural, miracle-working 
power of God, beyond the gifts of healings. 

6. PROPHESY – spontaneous, Spirit-inspired, intelligible messages, orally delivered in the gathered assembly, 
intended for the edification or encouragement of the people.  This is contemporary prophecy and is not to be 
equated with or lifted up to the authority of canonical prophecy, which is the completed canon of the Word of 
God. 

7. THE DISTINGUISHING OF SPIRITS – the Spirit-given “ability to discern the true source of circumstances or 
motives of people.”  In modern vernacular it can be defined as the “ability to known when someone is running 
game.” 

8. VARIOUS KINDS OF TONGUES – speaking in tongues or “glossolalia” is a Spirit inspired utterance where 
by the believer speaks in a language he has never learned.  It may be an existing spoken human language 
(Acts 2:6) or languages unknown to earth (1 Cor. 14:2).  There are two types of tongues: 

a. GIFT OF TONGUES – the flashing forth of the gift of tongues in 1 Cor. 12:10 is for public worship.  
When spoken these tongues need to be interpreted so that the church will be edified, exhorted and 
comforted.  When this tongue is matched up with its interpretation it is equal to prophesy.  Not all 
believers will have this gift of tongues but Paul says to pray that you may interpret (vs. 14:13).  
Reckless expression of the gift of tongues can be a stumbling block for the unbeliever in the public 
assembly (1 Cor 14:16-17). 

b. GRACE OF TONGUES – the birthright for all Christians (Acts 3:39) that will take your worship to a 
new transcended dimension.  The believer should seek, expect and experience (Luke 11:9) the 
same baptism in the Spirit that was promised in Joel 2:28.  Grace tongues are for the personal use 
of the believer for private praise, prayer and worship, and do not need to be interpreted.  Grace 
tongues allow you to express to God how much you love Him in a language that only He can 
understand.  It is the Holy Spirit within you, talking through you to God.  The benefits of speaking in 
tongues are found in Romans 8:26-27, Jude 20, and John 14:16-17, 26. 

9. THE INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES – interpretation is a complimentary gift which makes possible and 
meaningful the use of tongues in meaningful worship.  Interpretation is not an accurate translation, nor a 
commentary on the prayer in the Spirit; rather it is a presentation of the essential content in the common 
language. 

 
If these manifestations were flashing forth in the believer, as they should be, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we would have: 
• Supernatural wisdom for decision making 
• Supernatural knowledge for discernment and decision-making 
• Supernatural faith for Spirit-directed projects that require a miracle 
• Periodic, sovereign, supernatural healings of all kinds 
• Miracles being manifested in the assembly for evangelism and edification 
• The fire of the Holy Spirit manifested in periodic, spontaneous, Spirit-inspired messages from God for our 

exhortation, edification, and consolation 
• The Spirit-given ability to tell the difference between the real source of circumstances and the motives of 

people in the life of the church and in our individual lives 
• Personal edification and direct spirit to Spirit communication to God through trans-rational language in 

prayer, praise, and worship 
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SUMMARY 
 
The WOOING work of the Holy Spirit occurs prior to salvation and serves to draw or win the unbeliever to Jesus Christ. 
 
The CONVICTING work of the Holy Spirit occurs prior to Salvation and serves to convince the unbeliever of their sin 
nature, inability to achieve righteousness and condemnation to an eternity in hell without Jesus Christ. 
 
The BIRTHING work of the Holy Spirit occurs at the moment of Salvation and serves to recreate the new believer with 
the nature of God.  This work further serves to birth the unbeliever into the family of believers or Kingdom of God.  
They are “born again.” 
 
The BAPTIZING work of the Holy Spirit occurs at the moment of Salvation and serves to fully immerse the new 
believer into the “Body of Christ.”  This work is a supernatural occurrence, different from water Baptism which is the 
outward action that symbolizes this inward reality. 
 
The INDWELLING work of the Holy Spirit occurs at Salvation and serves to provide the believer with comfort, guidance 
teaching and unlimited access to God. 
 
The SEALING work of the Holy Spirit occurs at Salvation and serves as a guarantee of the full inheritance of Christ. 
 
The CONTROLLING work of the Holy Spirit occurs subsequent to Salvation and serves to produce the character 
qualities of Jesus Christ in the life of a believer.  This work is experiential and requires submission and obedience on 
the part of the believer. 
 
The EMPOWERING work of the Holy Spirit occurs subsequent to Salvation and serves to allow the believer to be 
effective in transacting the Kingdom business of witnessing, worshipping, and warring in the Spirit.  Also known as 
being “baptized in the Holy Spirit.” 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
 
Course Overview: 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand the principles associated with 
biblical stewardship, foster individual commitment to grace giving (which we’ll cover 
later), and provide stewardship guidelines for daily living and spiritual development. 
 
STEWARDSHIP DEFINED: 
Stewardship is the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s 
care.  For the purposed of this lesson, stewardship is how we handle the time, talent, and 
treasure given to us by God. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NASB): But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance 
and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you 
abound in this gracious work also.  I am not speaking this as a command, but as a proving 
through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NLT): Since you excel in so many ways – in your faith, your gifted 
speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us – I want you to excel 
also in this gracious act of giving.  I am not commanding you to do this.  But I am testing 
how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
1. Understand the Qualities of the Christian Stewardship 
2. The Importance/Benefit of the Christian Stewardship in Daily Living 
3. How the Bible Establishes these Qualities 
4. Honoring God with Our Time 

 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all it contains. The world, and those who dwell in it.” Psalms 24:1 NASB 
 
A steward is someone who manages the property, finances, or household of another.  Scripture is clear that all we 
have comes from God.  With that in mind, we do not possess our own life, gifts or wealth…we “manage” them.  (Also 
see Haggai 2:8, Psalms 50:10-12, 1 Corinthians 10:26).  Our actions should demonstrate the proper management of 
that which God has entrusted to us.  Christian stewardship involves doing God’s will in all things. 
 
God’s divine mandate to His creation before the fall is found in Genesis 1:28 and Genesis 2:15.  He settles humankind, 
made in His image, upon earth to be its steward.  Stewardship is work!  Through work, we build up not only our world 
but the Kingdom of God.  Work is a partnership with God – our share in a divine human collaboration in creation (1 
Corinthians 3:9).  Jesus calls us, as His disciples, to a new way of life to be stewards and play our unique role in 
carrying out His divine plan. 
 
THE QUALITIES OF A STEWARD 
 
The four (4) qualities of a steward are revealed in the Bible through the following passages: 

• Trustworthy (Faithful) 
o “…moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy” (1 Cor. 4:2 NASB) 
o “..moreover, is it required in stewards that one be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2 KJV).   

This first quality of stewardship demands accountability.  What has God entrusted to your care? 
• Wise (Discernment) – “The wise have wealth and luxury but the fools spend whatever they get” (Proverbs 

21:20 NLT) 
o “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; and by knowledge the rooms 

are filled with all previous and pleasant riches” (Proverbs 24:3, 4 NASB) 
• Responsible – “…From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they 

entrusted much of him they will ask all the more” (Luke 12:48 NASB). 
o “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2 NASB) 

• Generous – “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10 NASB) 

o “but whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, 
how does the love of God abide in him?” (1 John 3:17 NASB) 

 
THE IMPORTANCE/BENEFIT OF THESE QUALITIES IN DAILY LIVING 
 
A steward knows… 

• How to seek God first and all things will be added unto you. (See Matthew 6:33) 
• The Kingdom is only concerned with how you can serve, benefit, or bless someone else 
• The worship experience is incomplete without giving 
• The living experience in incomplete without understanding what to do with your resources 

 
Christian stewards receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly with others, and 
returns them with increase to the Lord. 
 
HOW THE BIBLE ESTABLISHES THESE QUALITIES 
 

• Luke 12:42-48 (Also Matthew 24:45-51) – Jesus speaks of the “faithful and sensible” steward as one who 
manages the household and others in order to “give them their rations at the proper time.”  Evidently, good 
stewards understand that they are to share with others what they have received, that this must be done in a 
timely manner, and that God will hold them accountable for how well or how badly they do it. 
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• Luke 16:1-13 – in this parable, Jesus deals with the “unrighteous steward” and wrong attitudes about wealth.  
It talks about our possessions – what we have and how we manage what He has given to us.  Other 
observations of this parable: 

o Stewards are accountable to God because everything we have today is a gift from God and though 
we possess them, we own none of it – my health, my life, my money, my family, etc. 

o When the unrighteous steward realized there was a problem, he immediately took action to fix it.  
god gives us a chance, just as the owner gave this manager a chance, to settle the issues, repent, 
and get the accounts and the books right. 

o Jesus teaches us that trust isn’t granted without us earning it.  And the more we earn trust, the 
more trust is given.  The more we don’t deserve trust, the more trust is pulled away.  Here’s a 
simple question to ask ourselves: How much can God trust me with?  How many abilities and 
talents, and opportunities can God give me because I’m trustworthy?  Can God trust me with 
money?  Why would God give me more if I have misused what I have? 

 
HONORING GOD WITH OUR TIME 
“So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”  
Psalms 90:12 NASB 
While all of us are not “morning” people, there is definitely something to waking up earlier.  In fact, studies show that 
those who wake up early get more done during the day, thus are more productive, and ultimately more successful 
because of it. 
 
One thing we all have in common is that God has only allotted us 24 hours each day.  Perhaps, because we are 
products of our fast-paced society, we tend to think and act as though God has shortchanged us when it comes to 
time.  The amount of time God has allotted to us is not the problem, but rather our perception of time and life itself, and 
how we use the time we have.  “Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be.  Remind me that my days are 
numbered, and that my life is fleeing away… An entire lifetime is just a moment to you; human existence is but a 
breath.” (Psalms 39:4, 5 NLT) 
 
Consider giving a tenth of your day, or roughly two and a half hours out of every twenty-four.  This may sound like a lot, 
but if you consider the amount of time we spend doing other things, like “facebooking,” watching television, or 
recreational exercise, finding an extra two hours may not be that hard.  Think about this: Does God get less time than 
our extracurricular activities? 
 
Also, it is a good spiritual practice and discipline to begin each day with God.  Does this mean you need to wake up 
and spend the first two hours with Him?  not necessarily.  You may spend an hour in the morning, 30 minutes on your 
lunch break, and another hour before bed.  The point is to spend some time with Him in the morning before you do 
anything else – before you wake the kids, before you turn on the morning news, etc. 
 
We should closely examine where and how we spend our days.  If we are too busy to spend time in the Word or serve 
in ministry, then we need to ask ourselves why. 
 
Leading a full life himself, our pastor can certainly appreciate the demands of a busy life, from family, to career, to 
personal obligations, however, attending one weekend and one Wednesday service a week, and participating in one 
ministry should be feasible for just about everyone.   
 
In addition, honoring God with your time means when you attend service, you arrive on time.  Things happen, yes, but 
with proper planning, there is little reason to be late for service.  If you’re late, you may miss an important 
announcement, a uniquely liberating worship experience, or even part of the preached Word of God that could provide 
you with an answer to a particular dilemma you’ve been facing. 
 
The same applies to ministry.  Once you commit to serving in a particular ministry, when it’s your day and time to 
serve, be there on time.  Your ministry, and by extension the ministry-at-large, depends on your to be present when it’s 
time to serve. 
 
Also, getting involved in our small groups is a great way to learn how to cultivate healthy relationships and build up 
emotional endurance.  It also demonstrates self-awareness and commitment to doing whatever it takes to ensure your 
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spiritual, mental, and emotional health, or to put it another way, being whole, which is important if you are going to be 
effective in any area of your life. 
 
There is yet another way to get involved, and that’s by signing up to serve when there are special events coming up.  
We have yearly events that usually require volunteers outside of our regular ministry workers.  Avail yourself to serve 
where needed when these events are approaching.  John 9:4 tells us that we must “Work while it is day.  Night is 
coming when no man can work.”  As Christians, it is important that each of us do our part when it comes to serving the 
kingdom and our service begins with helping in our local church. 
 
The Bible teaches us that time is a resource for which we are all responsible before God.  “Therefore be careful how 
you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not be 
foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:15-17 NASB).  Not only must we consider where our 
time goes but how well we spend it and why.  Is it quality time or just busyness?  Do we take time to read and study 
God’s word daily?  Do we commit our time to serve in at least one ministry?  What about quality time spent with loved 
ones?  When you spend time with your family, is your mind and heart somewhere else?  Are you distracted?  
Remember, God does not want exclusivity but rather priority.  As we seek Him first, every area of our lives will be 
better. 
 
We need to consider our motives and goals in the use of time.  As believers we need goals and a plan.  All we do 
should be structured around fulfilling biblical goals.  We need (a) objectives (immediate, short-range), (b) goals 
(intermediate), and (c) a mission (long range).  Then everything we do in the use of our time should be structured 
around that.  This includes a correct balance of rest, recreation, relaxation, fun, as well as our work, service, and 
ministry. 
 
Time is considered precious because we as believers should be earnestly seeking an intimate relationship with God by 
committing to and spending time in study, prayer, and worship.  “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2 NASB).  We should also give our time in the Lord’s work, whether helping 
those in need, greeting people at the church door or serving in ministry to show our determination to follow the Lord’s 
teachings. 
 
There are times when we may have good intentions to expend our time in service to God only to break the promise 
because of preoccupation with something else.  The Bible says “There is an appointed time for everything.  And there 
is a time for every event under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 NASB).  A gift loses its maximum value to God if it is out of 
timing with the plan of God.  Delaying until tomorrow what God expects today robs our giving of its full significance.  
Remember, even our time belongs to God and as stewards we are to manage our time to do God’s will. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. The Importance of Honoring God With our Talents 
2. What Does the Bible Say About Spiritual Gifts? 
3. Why We Need Spiritual Gifts 
4. How and Where Do I Use My Spiritual Gifts? 
5. Obstacles That Block the Flow of Spiritual Gifts 
6. Exercising Spiritual Gifts in Love 

 
HONORING GOD WITH OUR TALENT 
 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.  But to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually just as He wills.  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  
(1 Corinthians 12:1, 7, 11, 18) 
 
GOT TALENT? 
 
The easy answer is yes, God has given each of us a spiritual gift to make a living with.  The term, spiritual gift, comes 
from the Greek phrase charismata, sometimes referred to as charisma, and is defined as, “a gift of grace.”  This means 
we, as Christians, are given “favor” or a “special gift” to do the work of the ministry on behalf of, and empowered by, 
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our Lord Jesus Christ.  Spiritual gifts are spiritual abilities, endowments given by God, to believers, for the equipping 
and building up of the church.  In other words, they are God given abilities to serve one another in the church.  All of 
God’s gifts are gifts of grace in that we do not earn them; they are given freely in spite of us, rather than because of us.  
You cannot receive spiritual gifts until you have first received the gift of salvation. 
 
According to 1 Corinthians 12, God has given us all different spiritual gifts.  The stewardship of talent calls us to search 
out those gifts, nurture them, help them grow, and then share them to edify or build up the body of Christ.  As you grow 
in Christ and He reveals your spiritual gifts, you must then be a good steward and do all you can to use it to edify or 
build up the body of Christ – in particular your local church. 
 
God is very generous when He blesses everyone with their own special gift(s).  Your talent is God’s gift to you.  What 
you do with it is your gift back to God – to honor Him.  Discovering and exercising your God-given spiritual gifts allows 
you to experience maximum fulfillment with minimum frustration in your Christian life and ministry. 
 
If you’re unsure of what you spiritual gifts are, and where you should use them, think about some of the things you like 
to do.  Do you like kids?  The nursery and children’s church would probably be a good place for you to start.  How 
about videography?  If being behind the camera interests you, find out when the Audio/Video ministry meets, and go to 
a meeting.  Unsure of how to get started?  Find out all the ministries ministries we currently have and those we look to 
have and observe which ones relate to your personal interests.  Contact those ministry leaders, get a feel for what the 
function of the ministry is, sit in on a meeting, and get ready to serve! 
 
GIFTS ARE NOT TALENTS (THOUGH THEY ARE CLOSELY RELATED) 
 
Unbelievers have talents through common grace, present from birth.  Talents instruct, inspire, or entertain on a natural 
level.  Gifts relate to the building up of the saints.  No unbeliever has a spiritual gift.  Only believers are gifted 
spiritually, but they also have natural talents.  Talents have to do with techniques and methods; gifts have to do with 
spiritual abilities.  Something supernatural happens in one who is ministering through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
their spiritual gift is being exercised. 
 
 

 Talent Gift 
Source Common grace of the Spirit Special grace of the Spirit 

Time Given Present from natural birth Present from new birth 
Nature Natural ability Spiritual endowment 

Purpose Instruction, entertainment, 
inspiration on a natural level 

Spiritual growth of saints; Christian 
service 

 
 
Spiritual gifts differ from human talents and abilities in that they result in ‘spiritual’ fruit.  Suppose to the Christian with 
the magnificent trained bass voice the Spirit has given the gift of encouragement.  Through his singing he can exercise 
his gift to encourage the saints.  If given the gift of evangelism, through his singing he can win people to Christ. 
 
Though natural aptitudes are not spiritual gifts, the Spirit may choose to use our natural talents for the exercise of our 
spiritual gifts.  However, human abilities alone will never produce eternal fruit.  For example, a natural born teacher 
may be given the gift of teaching.  Or a person who is by nature a man of vision may be given the gift of faith.  On the 
other hand, the Spirit may well assign a gift of preaching to someone without natural speaking ability. 
 
Spiritual gifts, by their supernatural source, nature, and purpose, are to be differentiated from natural talents, though 
they may be interrelated.  Peter urges, ‘Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies” (1 Peter 4:11). 
 
WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS AT “THE LOVE” CHURCH 
 

• We believe that spiritual gifts are operating in the church today 
• The primary purpose of the gifts is to edify the Body of Christ – the whole body, whenever and wherever 

edification is needed 
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• Every Christian has at least one spiritual gift and quite possibly several gifts.  Ministry is the primary outlet for 
you spiritual gifting 

• In the New Testament, everything seemed to revolve around the local church and we believe it is the will of 
God for you to be involved in at least one ministry at “The Love” Church 

 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 
 

a. 1 Peter 4:10 teaches us to exercise our spiritual gifts.  God is glorified when we use our gifts to 
build up the church.   
 
“As each one has received special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.”  How does this apply to us and our effectiveness?  Well that’s easy.  We 
use our spiritual gifts in our vocation and occupation.  Our vocation, or our calling, is what we’ve 
been divinely designed to do.  Our occupation, simply put, is how we make a living. 

 
b. 1 Corinthians 12, teaches us about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
  
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.  Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 
persons.  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (vs 1, 4, 6-7). 

 
c. Ephesians 4:7-13 teaches us about the gifts of the Son, Jesus Christ.  The thrust of the first half of 

Ephesians chapter four is that the effective functioning of the body of Christ is dependent upon the 
contribution of each individual part of the body. 

 
“But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gifts.  Therefore it says, 
‘When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.’  ‘And He 
gave some as apostles and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers” (vs. 7, 8, 11). 

 
d. Romans 12:6 teaches us about the gifts of the Father. 
 
“Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 
accordingly…” 
 
 

WHY DO WE NEED SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 
 
God planned it that way.  He meant for us to be a blessing to others.  He would have taken us to heaven immediately 
at conversion had He no purpose for us here.  Among other purposes, we are saved to serve.  To equip us for service, 
God gives one or more spiritual gifts to His children. 
 
God gave the church body all of the parts it would need to make up the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12L7 says, “But 
to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” No one person can do everything or is gifted 
to do everything.  God designed it that way so that we would depend on and see the value of everyone He placed in 
the body.  For example, not everyone desires to or has the ability to pastor a church.  The pastor of a church may not 
have the gift of administration to implement vision and order so God gave some administrators/leaders the ability to 
help in those areas. 
 

A. Spiritual Gifts Heal Us to Serve Others 
Gifts are for the common good, not individual glory.  Spiritual abilities are for the benefit of others, the 
building of the church.  No one is gifted enough, wise enough, or strong enough to live apart from others. 

B. Spiritual Gifts Empower Us To Do The Work He Has Called Us To 
Because the Spirit of God is behind our gifting, we have power to carry out what God has equipped us to do.  
We, in our natural abilities, cannot perform the tasks that require our spiritual abilities.  If we are not doctors 
in the natural, how can we heal the sick?  With the power and gift of the Holy Spirit we can heal by the Spirit. 
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C. Spiritual Gifts Are What Shape Our Personalities And Motivate Us To Be Who God Has Called Us To 
Be 
Although we share in the same Holy Spirit, who enables all believers to confess Jesus as Lord (1 Corinthians 
12:3), and who has baptized all believers into the body of Christ, we are given different spiritual gifts for 
service.  Why do you like to help feed the hungry?  Why do you like to teach others about Christ and things 
of the Kingdom of God?  Why do you like to organize events or community outreach activities?  God knew 
his plan for you and places that desire and ability in you from the beginning. 

 
HOW DO I DEVELOP AND UTILIZE MY SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 
 
You can develop your gifts by reading the Word of God, being disciples by mature believers, studying and reading 
other books on the subject, by faithfully serving in ministry, and by attending classes designed to help develop your 
gifts.  Possession of a gift mandates its employment.  There are as many ways to use your spiritual gifts as there are 
gifts.  Knowing your gifting helps you to be able to develop that gift better.  Again, begin to be prayerful about what God 
would have you do in the body of Christ.  Talk to ministry leaders for input on helping you make that decision.  
Cultivation of a gift may also mean formal training in a suitable school.  Remember, no one can do everything.  There 
is always something for you to do in the body of Christ. 
 
The existence of a gift is a call to exercise it.  Paul advised Timothy, “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you” (1 
Timothy 4:14).  And he continues in the next verse, “Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your 
progress will be evident to all” (vs. 15).  Paul also told Timothy to fulfill his ministry (2 Timothy 4:5).  Faithful use of a 
gift brings increased effectiveness in its ministry, but failure to develop a gift limits one’s service. 
 
WHERE DO I USE MY SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 
 

A. In the church.  You should be prayerful about joining a ministry that can best use your special gift(s). 
B. On your job.  The Bible says we are to work as unto God not man.  Glorify the Lord on your job by using your 

gifts to do an excellent job. 
C. In your community.  Are there organizations or individuals that can use your gift of service? 

 
OBSTACLES THAT BLOCK THE FLOW OF MOTIVATIONAL GIFTS 
 

1. You Didn’t Know You Had Them 
Most of us either never heard about or did not receive proper instruction about spiritual gifts in church.  Many 
of us grew up with a background that believed spiritual gifts were for Bible characters only.  How can you 
flow in something you don’t know you have? 

2. Bondages In Your Life 
Satan would have us in bondage all of our lives if he could.  He uses tactics such as fear, anger, and a poor 
self-image to prevent us from flowing in our gifts and to keep us from reaching our full potential and living a 
life of victory.  We allow the sins of our past to keep us bound and unable to hear God when He tells us to 
take our rightful place in the Kingdom.  Thankfully, a person can be delivered from such bondages with good 
Christian counseling (Grief Recovery and Small Groups). 

3. Being Who Others Want Us To Be 
In our natural life, some of us listen to people we respect.  We look up to them and sometimes follow their 
prescription for how we should live our lives.  Sometimes what they prescribe is contrary to our true nature; 
our true giftedness.  Some of us feel the pressure from our parents, peers, and loved ones to conform to the 
images around us.  Images we see in our communities and media can negatively influence us. 

4. Irresponsibility 
Read Luke 12:48 again.  To neglect to use your gift is to be irresponsible. 

5. Sin Can Block or Distort the Working of Your Gift 
Sin pollutes every area of our lives and the motivational gifts are no exception.  The more you entertain sin in 
your life, the more the use of your motivational gift is polluted.  Is you want your motivational gifts to flow 
freely and beautifully through your life to the benefit of others you must get rid of known sin in your life.  Ask 
God to reveal to you any unknown sin so you can be free of that too. 
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GIFTS SHOULD ALWAYS BE EXERCISED IN LOVE 
 
No matter what gift(s) you have been given, the most important thing to remember is that it should ALWAYS be 
exercised in love!  Following the list of motivational gifts in Romans 12, the remainder of the chapter is devoted to 
various exhortations setting forth the way in which we are to put love into action as we use our gifts.  Following the 
discussion of gifts in 1 Corinthians 12, the following chapter shows us “a more excellent way” (vs. 31), and speaks of 
the excellence of love. 
 
Following the list of ministry gifts in Ephesians 4, Paul tells us in verses 15 and 16 to speak “the truth in love” and that 
the Body of Christ actually grows and builds itself up in love and maturity as each part does its work properly.  Every 
person is needed as we each minister to others knowingly or unknowingly through the use of our spiritual gifts.  Such 
things as hospitality, harmony, forgiveness, and kindness are both the privilege and the responsibility of every believer.  
Remember, once God gives a gift, He does not take it back.  “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” 
(Romans 11:29). 
 
LEARNING PBJECTIVES 

1. The Importance of Honoring God with Our Treasure 
2. Understand the Principle of Grace Giving 
3. The Importance of Tithes and Offering 
4. Understanding the Principle of First Fruits Offering 

 
HONORING GOD WITH OUR TREASURE 
 
“Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty and your 
vats will overflow with new wine.” Proverbs 3:9, 10 NASB 
 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35 
 
Matthew 25:14-29 provides an important illustration (parable) of a master who went on a journey and entrusted his 
three servants with his possessions, giving each of them various amounts of talents according to their personal 
abilities.  This word “talent” is different from our present day understanding.  A talent was a very large sum of money, 
so this parable has first reference to how we invest our money.  It has secondary application to how we use our God-
given talents and abilities. 
 
In the story, two of the three servants went to work and multiplied their master’s investment.  However, the third 
servant, who has only been given one talent from the master, chose to dig a hole and hide the talent there.  “Now after 
a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them” (vs. 19).  Because the third servant did 
not use what he had been given, he lost it (vs. 28). 
 
None of us want to be audited by the IRS but we will be audited by the Almighty!  We’ll have to give an account for how 
we’ve used what we have been given (Romans 14:12).  It will help us to get in the habit of asking ourselves, “How will 
my money management, or this decision to give or not to give look on my day of accountability?” 
 
Jesus has something to say about how we spend our money.  It is not only the envelope we put into the offering that 
concerns Him; the money we spend on groceries and recreation is also a part of Christian stewardship.  God is looking 
for faithful people who properly manage their resources for Kingdom purposes. 
 
Since earthly riches fade away, giving is also an investment in eternal riches (Philippians 4:17, Matthew 6:19-21).  
Giving requires no special talent…yet there is GRACE giving.  Giving develops an attitude of grace for other works (2 
Corinthians 8:6-7, 9:8). 
 
In God’s economy, the more we give the more we gain.  Giving of our treasure takes many forms.  The most obvious is 
our gift to our church, to charity, or institutions that perform charitable work and help the poor.  Using ones treasure for 
the benefit of others is the good steward’s way of reaching out to others.  The welcoming of strangers into one’s home, 
the visiting of the sick or infirm and making sure that their needs are taken care of is another way that the stewardship 
of treasure draws us closer to God. 
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The gift is in the giving.  So it is our need to give, not the giving to a need, which is the essence of honoring God with 
our treasure.  Psalms 112:5, 6a (NLT) promises us that “All goes well for those who are generous, who lend freely and 
conduct their business fairly.  Such people will not be overcome by evil circumstances.” 
 
GRACE GIVING 
 
“Since you excel in so many ways – in your faith, your gifted speakers, you knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love 
from us – I want you to excel also in the gracious act of giving.  I am not commanding you to do this.  But I am testing 
how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches.” 2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NLT) 
In the passage above Paul introduces grace giving.  He is basically saying, “I am not demanding that you give because 
that would be taking you back to the law which was based on legalistic tithing.”  At “The Love” Church we actually 
believe the Bible.  Paul is crystal clear, and like Paul, our pastor believes in and respects our right to choose.  We give 
and tithe only because we love and need Him, not because we are scared of Him!  We don’t give for fear of being 
cursed or hell-bound.  You won’t be cursed if you don’t give a tenth.  Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, having become a curse for us…”  We give because of our love for God and His grace (unmerited 
favor).  Even at the risk of losing offerings, we teach the word of God, and the Word does not mandate that you pay a 
tenth.  Instead, you should give because you believe He’s worth at least a dime out of every dollar. 
 
It is important to note that in the passage above, Paul is moving cautiously and does not want to leave the impression 
that he is giving the Corinthians orders.  He is sensitive to any charges that he domineers over their faith (1:24).  He 
also does not want them giving because of some external compulsion.  Paul takes the freedom of Christians seriously 
with the understanding that they may choose to take part or not.  Who are we to demand anything if God doesn’t? 
A man should give as he purposes in his heart.  And wait just a minute.  Look at what Jesus says in Matthew 6:21 “For 
where you treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Essentially, Jesus is saying that wherever you put your money, 
that’s where your heart is.  Well, you’re sitting in this class because you gave your heart to Christ, right?  Then you 
don’t have to be a doctor to understand this: you should give because you love Him. 
 
GIVING IS A CHOICE 
 
Paul does not command, but instead invites, encourages, and lays out divine principles gleaned from Scripture with the 
hope that they will respond out of hearts that have been freed by the Gospel and fired by God’s grace.  Consequently, 
their participation is purely voluntary and voluntary collections depend on the goodwill of the donors.  2 Corinthians 9:6-
7 says, “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.” 
 
This does not mean that he sits by passively in wishful anticipation that they will choose the right thing.  He is their 
spiritual director, and he spends two chapters outlining the reasons why they should participate.  He does not want 
them giving for the wrong reasons.  On the other hand, we should not ignore today that the discipline of giving, even for 
the wrong reasons, may eventually lead to giving for the right reasons.  But Paul has the highest expectations that the 
Corinthians will give for the right reasons, and he offers a theological rationale for why they should give. 
 
GIVING IS A BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
 
From the beginning of time God has required some type of offering.  The first murder occurred because of a bad 
offering.  “So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.  
Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions.  And the Lord had regard for Abel and 
for his offering; but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard.  So Cain became very angry and his countenance 
fell.”  Genesis 4:3-5 
 
“He blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed by God 
Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ He gave him a tenth of all” (Genesis 14:19-20).  Here is 
where we see the pattern or the principle of giving a tenth and it goes throughout the Bible.  The tenth is no longer 
mandatory; however it seems to be the starting point of giving. 
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“Tell the people of Israel to bring me an offering.  Accept the contributions from all whoe heart are moved to offer them” 
(Exodus 25:2 NLT).  Almost 600 times the Bible mentions offerings!  God has not changed His mind about giving.  
Giving shows Him He can trust you with more. 
 
There is also a clear biblical pattern for giving a tenth.  To offer two examples, in Genesis 14:20, Abram gave 
Melchizedek a tenth, and in Genesis 28:22, Jacob vows to give a tenth. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
At “The Love” Church we believe it is imperative that you catch the vision and the importance of systematic, 
spontaneous, and sacrificial giving. 
 
Systematic giving is your weekly tithes and offerings – it is what you do automatically.  You don’t have to be prompted 
or pushed and you have matured to a level of faith that causes you to give by your very nature. 
 
God’s church has financial obligations in which every member should share.  The church is maintained through 
members’ tithing.  The word “tithe” literally means “a tenth.”  Tithing is a biblical principle in which believers return to 
God the first fruits of their labor.  The amount given is ten percent of all income (or a dime out of every dollar).  There 
are currently two ways to give here at “The Love” Church and that is with a check or cash.  In the near future you will 
also have the ability to give online at our website (www.thelovecity.org) which will allow you to also give during times of 
travel, illness, extreme weather, or other circumstances that prevent you from attending services. 
 
Spontaneous giving is having sensitivity to the leading of the Spirit to give something you didn’t plan to.  It is sowing an 
unusual seed just because He told you to.  You can’t explain it, just like most things about God; you just know it’s Him.   
 
Sacrificial giving is when you absolutely trust God with more than you can afford to give or at least right up to your 
financial limit.  When you hear God whisper to you to sow an unusual seed, do it!  Trust Him and prepare for financial 
return in your life.  Remember all that we have and all that we are, belongs to God…we are “giving back” to God a 
portion of what He has given to us or what He has entrusted to us.  A couple times a year, our pastor may ask for a 
sacrificial seed, and we can pretty much tell you when. 
 
THE TEN REASONS TO TITHE 
 

1. It is a Biblical principle.  It transcends the Old and New Testament.  Genesis 
28:20, Genesis 14:20, Leviticus 27:31, and Matthew 23:23 

2. God is my Source. Philippians 4:19 
3. The tithe is God’s part. Genesis 2:17 
4. I do not want to offend God. Proverbs 3:9 
5. Jesus said I should. Matthew 23:23 
6. God calls it robbery when you don’t. Malachi 3:8-9 
7. So God can guard your increase. Malachi 3:11 
8. It positions you for supernatural increase. Malachi 3:10 
9. Belief in the storehouse.  Belief in your church, “The Love” Church. Malachi 

3:10 
10. God wants you to put Him to the test. Malachi 3:8-9 

 
 GROSS OR NET? 
 
Should we calculate our tithe based on our gross income (before taxes and other deductions) or net income (after 
taxes and other deductions)?  According to Proverbs 3:9-10, God asked for our first fruit, which is the first and best of 
all that we receive.  Therefore, we should tithe from our gross, or total, income before taxes.  When we calculate our 
tithes based on net income, we put the government ahead of God.  Ask yourself, do you want a gross blessing or a net 
blessing? 
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HOW TO CALCULATE THE TITHE 
 
Since tithing is one-tenth of our increase, meaning our income, we figure out how much money, either weekly, monthly, 
etc. and then multiply the amount by 10%.  You can easily do this by dividing an amount by 10.  For example, take 
$552 divide it by ten and the amount of the tithe would be $55.20.  Or you can simply move the decimal point over one 
space to the left and round up. 
 
FIRST FRUIT OFFERING 
 
A “first fruit” offering is not the same thing as a tithe and it is not mandatory.  In the Old Testament this term was used 
to describe the first fruit of the first harvest.  In gardening terminology, first fruit giving can be likened to picking the very 
first ripe, red, juicy tomato of the season off your vine and offering it at the altar to God who brought it forth from seed.  
Giving thanks and praise for all the harvests of the past with a sure confidence and faith that before the season is over, 
you will yield an abundant crop. 
 
The beginning of the year is a great time to sacrifice and give a first fruit offering.  It shows God your intentions for the 
rest of the year, and that you believe Him for great things to come.  The first fruit is an act of faith to honor the Lord for 
a new stream of income; however God does not specify or mandate how much of an offering should be made.  He 
allows us to decide how much we want to offer to honor Him as an act of love and devotion to Him for fiving us 
everything.  For example, if you are a business owner, the first fruit is the first profit you receive in a new business 
venture or from a new client or account.  This Biblical principle is clear as recorded in Leviticus 23:10, “Speak to the 
sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you enter the land which I am going to give to you and reap its harvest, then you 
shall bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.’”  In the Old Testament God’s blessing or cursing 
was determined by this principle.  Now however, we believe that while he won’t curse you if you don’t, He’ll certainly 
honor your sacrifice by blessing you if you do. 
 
God’s word also tells us that a first fruit offering is holy.  By offering the first piece it makes the entire piece holy.  In 
other words if the first piece of each sale is holy then the entire sale is holy.  If the sale is holy then the business is 
holy.  Ultimately the owner of the business and his family (the branches) are holy.  “If the first piece of the dough is 
holy, the lump os also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too” (Romans 11:16 NASB). 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Giving is a matter of the heart 
2. Expectations of the members of “The Love” Church 

 
GIVING IS A MATTER OF THE HEART 
 
“Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
If you were to state the highest ambition of your life surely it would be “to please God.”  One of the things that bring 
pleasure to the heart of God is sacrificial giving.  That’s why we really have to fall in love with Him!  If He gets our heart, 
we will allow Him total access to everything we hold dear – including our money. 
 
In Luke 21:1-4 and Mark 12:38-44 we read the account of the “Widow’s Gift.”  Here we see Jesus in the temple 
watching the rich people dropping their gifts in the collection plate.  A poor widow comes by and drops two small coins 
in the offering.  Jesus tells His disciples that the widow had given more than those who gave out of their surplus, 
because out of her lack she gave all that she had. 
 
God sees how much we give and measures the proportion (the whole pie), not the portion (slice of pie), because He is 
examining the motive of our heart.  The value of the gift is not determined by its amount but by its cost.  The question 
should not be, “How much can I spare?” but rather, “How much can I sacrifice?” Not “How much can I give?” but “How 
much can I give up?” 
 
Biblical stewardship is giving out of devotion, and enthusiastic, often selfless affection and dedication to a person or a 
principle.  The opportunity to give is to be viewed as a privilege, not a compulsory obligation.  It is about the heart of 
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the giver – the Christian willing to give out of lack and wealth.  In God’s eyes, the attitude of the giver is more important 
than the amount given.  And God will generously provide all you need.  Then you will always have everything you need 
and plenty left over to share with others.  
 
“Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness.” (2 Corinthians 9:8, 10 NLT) 
 
Christian stewardship and Christian giving work hand in hand.  Generosity is one of the primary ways in which we 
evidence the fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and faithfulness) at work in our lives.  
The realization that all we have is a gift from God – is a lesson of the Holy Spirit. 
 
As Christians, we reach out to those in need, sharing the blessing we have received from God.  That outreach can be 
done individually or corporately as part of the efforts of the Church.  The generous person – the one with the heart of a 
giver – finds blessings in giving.  We are to use God-given resources for the accomplishment of God-given goals.  “He 
who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor…” (Proverbs 22:9). 
 
In looking at the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37), the critical difference between the Samaritan, the 
priest, and the Levite is their compassion, or lack of it.  The Samaritan was a good steward of the treasure given to 
him.  He paid for the victim’s room in advance, and saw to it that the innkeeper looked in on the recovering victim.  He 
promised to return, and to fully reimburse the innkeeper for any additional expenses.  God loves to bless His children 
especially if we in return are happy to bless others. 
 
There is nothing wrong with setting goals to be good stewards…to better manage what we have been entrusted with; 
to genuinely set goals for investing both our money and time into the Kingdom of God.  In fact, as stewards of the 
resources God has given us, it is our responsibility to aim at increasing what we have been entrusted with (as we have 
seen in Matthew 25:14-29) so that we can better do the work of the Lord. 
 
The more you give the more God is interested in giving to you!  Why should the Corinthian church give 
generously?  Paul gave two reasons: 
 

1. A principle holds true in both natural and the spiritual spheres – the size of a harvest corresponds to the 
scope of the sowing.  A man may enjoy all his grain by eating it, or he may “lose” some of it by sowing it and 
later reaping a bountiful harvest.  A spiritual harvest, of course, may differ in king from the seed sown.  
Material seed may reap a spiritual seed. 

2. Another reason for giving generously is that God loves generosity.  God prizes not the size of the gift, but the 
giver’s sincerity (not reluctantly), spontaneity (not under compulsion), and joyful willingness (a cheerful giver). 
– Bible Knowledge Commentary. 

 
“for where you treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Luke 12:34 

 
“And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us.” Acts 15:8 
Promises are contingent upon principles.  We shouldn’t claim God’s promises and then fail to apply godly principles.  
We can’t expect to reap God’s blessings if we have not sown. 
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EXPECTATIONS OF 
MEMBERS OF  

“THE LOVE” CHURCH 
 
 
As with many organizations, secular or spiritual, there are certain expectations of its 
members.  At “The Love” Church, we expect the following from all members: 
 

A. Love and respect one another at all times.  “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another, even as I have loved you that you also love one 
another” (John 13:34) 
 

B. We carry ourselves in a manner that reflects Christ, our pastor, first lady, and 
“The Love” Church at all times. 
 

C. Attend one weekend and one Mid-week service per week, with the exception of 
work, school, vacation, and emergency. 
 

D. When you enter the sanctuary, take the next available seat, but stand if you come 
in during praise and worship. 
 

E. Barring emergency, please don’t walk during service, as this can be a serious 
distraction.  At the most, our services generally only last an hour and a half. 
 

F. Based on the biblical principle, we expect every family of “The Love” Church to 
be consistent, cheerful givers (2 Corinthians 9:6, 7) and commit to the discipline 
of regular contributions – tithe and offerings.  Make no mistake about it.  We are 
committed to helping the poor, and we need financial resources to do it.  If 
possible, give a $10 gift at our mid-week services to help with additional weekly 
expenses. 
 

G. Participate in at least one ministry. 
 

H. We don’t wear tight or revealing clothing, or clothing with inappropriate or 
offensive language.  We also do not wear shorts to church or while serving. 
 

I. No food or drink should ever be brought into the sanctuary for any reason.  
(With the exception of pastor, expectant mothers, and babies) 
 

J. Last but not least, never discredit or disrespect our pastor and first lady, or anyone 
in leadership.  We respect authority and always speak highly of our man and 
woman of God. 
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MINISTRY 

READINESS 
(Preparing to Serve) 

 
COURSE OVERVIEW: 

The purpose of ministry readiness is to equip members with the tools that will enable 
them to do Kingdom Ministry with the Spirit of Excellence.  Those wishing to serve in 
ministry will be educated on how to effectively serve according to the Spirit of “The 
Love” Church.  Members will also gain knowledge of the importance of following 
leadership, how to be committed to their ministry and the level of expectation we have 
for those who serve in ministry. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Expectations of Ministry Servants 

2. Understanding the Principles and Importance of: 

a. Commitment 

b. Serving 

c. Zeal 

3. Discovering the importance of True Ministry 

WHAT WE EXPECT OF YOU AS MINISTRY SERVANTS OF “THE LOVE” CHURCH 

We believe in our heart that God sent you to this ministry for a reason.  With the help of our leaders we’re going to do 
all that we can do to make sure that you are successful in serving in ministry.  But as you know, with any group or 
organization, be it secular or spiritual, there comes certain expectations.  Here at “The Love” Church there are a few 
things we expect from all ministry servants. 

You Must Be… 

• Faithful – We believe and know that there is a blessing in it for you is you remain faithful in that which God 
has called you to serve. Hebrews 11:7-25 “The Hall of Faith” 

• Loyal – We believe and know that God delights in the one who is loyal. Hosea 6:6 “Loyalty rather than 
sacrifice” 

• Available – We believe and know that God has created us all with a purpose and that is to glorify Him in all 
we say and do. Acts 20:24 “That I may finish my course” 

• Teachable – We believe and know that God loves a broken heart and contrite spirit and to operate in ministry 
the people you are serving must see that also. 1 Peter 5:6 – “Humble is the way” 

COMMITMENT 

What does the Bible teach us about commitment? 
 
Bible Reading: Matthew 8:18-27 
Key Bible Verse: But Jesus told him, “Follow me now!  Let those who are spiritual dead care for their own dead.” 
(Matthew 8:22) 
 
Our commitment to church must be complete.  It is possible that this disciple was not asking permission to go to his 
father’s funeral, but rather to put off following Jesus until his elderly father died.  Whether his concern was financial 
security, family approval, or something else, he did not want to commit himself to Jesus just yet.  Jesus, however, 
would not accept his excuse. 
 
Jesus was always direct with those who wanted to follow Him.  He made sure they counted the cost and set aside any 
conditions they might have for following Him.  As God’s Son, Jesus did not hesitate to demand complete loyalty.  Even 
family loyalty was not to take priority over the demands of obedience.  His direct challenge forces us to ask ourselves 
about our own priorities in following Him.  The decision to follow Jesus should not be put off, even though other 
loyalties compete for our attention.  Nothing should be placed above a total commitment to living for Him. 
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Bible Reading: Joshua 24:14-27 
Key Bible Verse: If you are willing to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve.  Would you prefer the 
gods your ancestors served beyonf the Euphrates?  Or will it be the gods of the Amorties in whose land you now live?  
But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15) 
 
Our commitment to God must be consistent.  The people had to decide whether they would obey the Lord, who had 
proven his trustworthiness, or obey the local gods, which were only man-made idols.  Its easy to slip into a quiet 
rebellion-going about life in your own way.  But the time comes when you have to choose who or what will control you.  
In taking a definite stand for the Lord, Joshua again displayed his spiritual leadership.   Regardless of what others 
decided, Joshua made a commitment to God, and he was willing to set the example of living by that decision.  The way 
we live shows others the strength of our commitment to serving God. 
 
Bible Reading: Psalms 37:1-39 
Key Bible Verse: Commit everything you do to the LORD.  Trust Him, and he will help you. (Psalms 37:5) 
 
Our commitment to God shows that we trust Him.  David calls us to take delight in the Lord and to commit everything 
we have and do to Him.  But how do we do this?  To be delighted in someone means to experience great pleasure and 
joy in his or her presence.  This happens only when we know that person well.  Thus, to delight in the Lord, we must 
know Him better.  To commit everything to the Lord means entrusting our life, family, job, and possessions to His 
control and guidance.  To commit ourselves to the Lords means to trust in Him (37:5), believing that He can care for us 
better than we can ourselves.  We should be willing to wait patiently (37:7) for Him to work out what is best for us. 
 
SERVING 
 
In what ways is serving others a key part of the Christian life? 
 
Bible Reading: Matthew 5:1-12 
Key Bible Verse: One day as the crowds were gathering, Jesus went up the mountainside with his disciples and sat 
down to teach them.  This is what he taught them: “God blesses those who realize their need for Him, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is given to them” (Matthew 5:1-3) 
 
Serving others is a distinguishing mark of Christians in the world.  Jesus began his sermon with words that seem to 
contradict each other.  But God’s way of living usually contradicts the world’s way.  If you want to live for God, you 
must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world.  You must be willing to give when others take, to love 
when others hate, to help where other have abused.  By giving up your own rights in order to serve others, you will one 
day receive everything God has in store for you. 
 
Bible Reading: Matthew 20:20-34 
Key Bible Verse: Jesus called them together and said “You know that in this world kings are tyrants, and officials lord 
over the people beneath them.  But among you must be your servant” (Matthew 20:25-26) 
 
Serving others is one way of serving God.  By serving others, those in God’s Kingdom turn the world’s values upside 
down.  The other disciples were upset with James and John for trying to grab the top positions.  All the disciples 
wanted to be the greatest (Matthew 18:1), BUT Jesus taught them that the greatest person in God’s Kingdom is the 
servant of all.  Authority is given not for self-importance, ambition, or respect, but for useful service to God and His 
creation.  When you serve others-even in carrying our ordinary tasks- you are serving God.  Every job has dignity 
because ultimately, the one we serve is God. 
 
Serving others is real leadership.  Jesus described leadership from a new perspective.  Instead of using people, we are 
to serve them.  Jesus’ mission was to serve others and to give His life away.  A real leader has a servant’s heart.  
Servant leaders appreciate other’s worth and realize that they’re not above any job.  If you see something that needs to 
be done, don’t wait to be asked.  Take the initiative and do it like a faithful servant.  “Whatever you do, do you work 
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men” (Colossians 3:23). 
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ZEAL 
 
What is the value of zeal in a Christian’s life? 
 
Bible Reading: Romans 10:1-3 
Key Bible Verse: I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. (Romans 10:2) 
 
Zeal in practicing our faith is valuable as long as it is based on humble acceptance.  Rather than living by faith in God, 
the Jews established customs and traditions (in addition to God’s law) to try to make themselves acceptable in God’s 
sight.  But human effort, no matter how sincere, can never substitute for the righteousness God offers us by faith.  The 
only way to earn salvation is to be perfect-and that is impossible.  We can only hold out empty hands and receive 
salvation as a gift. 
 
WHAT IS TRUE MINISTRY? 
 
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
Key Bible Verse: Dear brothers and sisters, I appeal to you by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ to stop arguing 
among yourselves.  Let there be real harmony so there won’t be division in the church.  I plead with you to be of one 
mind, united in thought and purpose. (1 Corinthians 1:10) 
 
True ministry is always a team effort.  Paul was emphasizing that no one person should do everything.  Paul’s gift was 
preaching and that’s what he did.  Christians ministry should be a team effort; no preacher or teacher is a complete link 
between God and people, and no individual can do all that the apostles did.  We must be content with the contributions 
God has given us to make, and carry it out wholeheartedly. 
 
True ministry centers on God’s message.  Some speakers use impressive words, but they are weak on content and 
practical help for listeners.  He wanted them to be impressed with his message, not just his style (see 1 Corinthians 
2:1-5).  You don’t need to be a great speaker with a large vocabulary to share the gospel effectively.  The persuasive 
power is in the story, not the storyteller.  Paul was not against those who carefully prepare what they say (see 1 
Corinthians 2:6), but against those who try to impress others with their own knowledge or speaking ability. 
 
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 
Key Bible Verse: When I am with those who are oppressed, I share their oppression so that I might bring them to 
Christ.  Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ. (1 Corinthians 9:22) 
 
True ministry considers the needs of others.  Paul gives several important principles for ministry: (1) find common 
ground with those you contact; (2) avoid a know-it-all attitude; (3) make others feel accepted; (4) be sensitive to their 
needs and concerns; and (5) look for opportunities to tell them about Christ.   These principles are just as valid for us 
as they were for Paul. 
 
Bible Reading: Galatians 2:1-10 
Key Bible Verse: Fourteen years later I went back to Jerusalem again, this time with Barnabas and Titus came along 
too. (Galatians 2:1) 
 
True ministry includes preparation and feedback.  After his conversations, Paul spent many years preparing for the 
ministry to which God had called him.  This preparation period included time alone with God (Galatians 1:16-17), as 
well as time conferring with other Christians.  Often new Christians, in their zeal, want to begin a full-time ministry 
without investing the necessary time studying the Bible and learning from qualified teachers.  We need not wait to 
share Christ with our friends, but we may need more preparation before embarking on a special ministry, whether 
volunteer or paid.  While we wait for God’s timing, we should continue to study, learn, and grow. 
 
True ministry is service.  Our reward is not based on the numerical results of our work since it is God who gives the 
increase.  We get rewarded for our faithfulness with God called us to do and the attitude in which we do it.  Are we 
doing it to serve or be served?  Are we interested in eternal reward or earthly gain?  Each person will need to ask 
themselves these questions. 
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HOW TO LEAVE A 
CHURCH/MINISTRY 

Leaving a church is always difficult and there is no perfect way to do it, but there are 
some ways that are better and some ways that are worse. 

Three words should guide your actions: 

Leave Quickly 

Quickly means when you leave, you leave.  Drawing out your exit rarely makes things 
better.  It doesn’t help to “sort of” leave a church.  When the time comes to leave, make 
your exit and go your way. 

Leave Quietly 

Quietly means you don’t try to explain yourself to others.  In my judgment, you don’t 
owe a long explanation to every person in the church.  If you have certain responsibilities 
in the church, you should let the leaders know so they can make proper plans.  And 
quietly means you don’t write letters to the congregation or make a big announcement 
and you don’t try to explain yourself over and over again.  That’s usually a big mistake.  
Sometimes people who leave a church try to control what other people say after they are 
gone.  Forget about it.  You can’t control what anyone says.  Some people may be deeply 
hurt by your leaving.  It may mean the end of some friendships.  Certainly things will 
change.  You can’t say, “I want to leave this church but I want all my relationships to stay 
the same.”  I think you’ll find that some people relate to you primarily as a part of the 
church, and they won’t be able to have the same relationship with you when you are 
gone.  You have to be willing to let that happen and not try to control things.  Leaving 
means letting go. 

Leave Graciously 

Graciously means you refuse to speak evil of those who remain in the church.  Look 
forward, not backwards.  Focus on your new church, not your old one.  Think carefully 
before you speak about your former congregation.  Don’t say anything that could be 
remotely construed as criticism.  Even casual comments could stir up needless 
controversy.  Let the Golden Rule guide all your comments public and private. 
 
When the time comes to leave, leave.  Don’t hesitate, dawdle, and don’t be like Lot’s 
wife who looked back.  You may not turn into a pillar of salt but looking back will do no 
good either.  So leave with a good heart. 
 
(Excerpt from Dr. Ray Pritchard) 
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TLC Ministries 
The following is a description of all the ministries offered & those that will be offered by “The Love” Church.  See 
or call Pastor or Lady Friday anytime on how to join or learn more about a ministry. 
 
General Adult Ministries  
“The Love” Church General Adult Ministries are those ministry offerings that focus on equipping the body of Christ 
through the ministry of helps and volunteering.  The pre-requisite in any of our ministries is completion of the 
WiiCONNECT New Member classes. 
 
Baptism Team – The purpose and focus of this ministry is to be available to assist during baptism, handing out 
and collecting towels, swim caps, and insuring that the candidates get to and from the pool in a timely and orderly 
fashion.  We assist candidates to make sure they have everything they need for baptism, and that their baptism 
experience is an excellent one. 
 
Children’s Ministry – This ministry is designed for people who love to work with and pour into the future leaders 
of our world, children from birth to 11 years old.  Because we honor the safety of our children, ministry workers 
must be willing to undergo a background check.  Join the Children’s Ministry team as we work with our children to 
strengthen them in Christ.   
 
Intercessory Prayer – The purpose and focus of this ministry is to provide ongoing and strategic prayer for the 
people, leaders, ministries and vision of “The Love” Church.  This ministry also seeks to develop those with a 
burden for prayer to become intercessors of prayer.  Participants of this ministry meet before each church service. 
 
Teen Ministry – This ministry is designed for people who love to work with teenagers ages 12-17.  Teen Ministry 
pours into the lives of the up and coming adults of “The Love” Church.  Because we honor the safety of our 
children, ministry workers must be willing to undergo a background check. 
 
Welcome Team (Including First Touch Ministry (ushers & greeters), Parking, or Transportation) – The Welcome 
Team is a body of volunteer staff who work together to park, greet, transport, and seat members and visitors who 
come to our church.  The Welcome Team embraces the concept of one, unified group on individuals that invite 
guest into the house of the Lord in a congenial manner, ensuring that everyone who chooses to visit our church 
gets a sense of the spirit of LOVE that undergirds our organization.  Individuals who serve on The Welcome Team 
are the initial representation of our Pastor and First Lady and it is imperative that they accurately convey the heart 
of our man and woman of God in their attitudes and acts of service.  Remember, LOVE is the key that will open 
the hearts of the unsaved to God. 
 
WiiCONNECT - Department of Assimilation 
 
Data Entry – The purpose of this ministry is to provide administrative support to the Department of Assimilation.  
Members of this ministry assist in maintaining records and data entry into the database of “The Love” Church.  
Members of this ministry also aid in generating reports and tracking individual member related data.  This ministry 
will also make changes and updates to the WiiConnect New Member Assimilation manual. 
 
Events Team – The purpose of this service area is to provide support and assistance to the special events in the 
area of New Member Assimilation, which encompasses the WiiConnect Graduation and other events.  Members 
of this service area will help with food prep, set-up, serving and clean-up.  If you enjoy event planning or serving in 
a practical way, consider getting involved in this ministry. 
 
New Members Care – The purpose of this ministry is to welcome and assimilate new disciples into “The Love” 
Church family by offering continuous follow-up, orientation and guidance to their course of service.  Members of 
the New Members Care are committed to providing support to all new members of “The Love” Church with regard 
to registering for new member courses in addition to preparing them for excellence in ministry. 
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WiiConnect Ministry – These training and development courses are designed to spiritually mature and biblically 
empower every new member of “The Love” Church.  WiICONNECT ministry provides encouragement and support 
to new members during their journey and pursuit of their spiritual gifts, while assisting them in proper registration 
of foundational classes that will enhance their spiritual growth and equip them for serving in ministry at “The Love” 
Church.   
 
WiiREACH 
 
Community Impact (OutREACH) – This ministry commits to making a difference in the community by sponsoring 
a multitude of “drives” such as clothing, blood, food and community marches.  The primary area of outreach 
include: assisting and giving support to the homeless, those from low-income homes, community centers, as well 
as general health awareness. 
 
Church Impact (InREACH) – This ministry commits to making a difference within “The Love” Church by 
discerning and assisting pastor and first lady with providing support and encouragement with acts of kindness and 
other gestures.  In this way we not only build up the church but the individuals that make up the church. 
 
Visitation Ministry – The purpose of this ministry is to visit those who are sick and shut-in, thus unable to attend 
service.  The aim of those who volunteer for this ministry is to bring comfort through the Word of God, to those 
who are unable to physically fellowship with the saints. 
 
Counseling & Small Groups Department 
 
Helping Hands Team – Provides administrative support to the Counseling & Small Groups Department 
Small Groups Facilitator – Serves as small group leaders to our small groups that provide a caring environment 
that support and encourage the journey of those seeking recovery from life struggles (additional training required). 
 
Spiritual Guidance Advisor – Provides direction and guidance that will bring healing and wholeness in area that 
have caused challenges and struggles in one’s life (additional training required). 
 
Performing Arts Ministry 
 
Drama Ministry – This ministry inspires worship and exalts the Lord Jesus Christ through dramatic presentations.  
It is designed for individuals who have a love for artistic expression through the gifts of puppetry, acting, 
movie/film.  This ministry will serve as an advocate to build self-esteem and confidence in sharing the LOVE of 
God to all people. 
 
MIME Ministry – The purpose of this ministry is to provide an atmosphere of worship through mime and dance 
that will illuminate the gospel of Jesus Christ with soundless expression.  The Mime Ministry exemplifies creativity 
along with the art of worship that is communicated through wordless gestures used to edify and bring glory tot eh 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Music Ministry – This ministry encompasses the entire music department of “The Love” Church including 
children’s, teen, and adult choirs, the Praise & Worship Team, and all other facets of music here at “The Love” 
Church.  As musical disciples, the ministry has many responsibilities that include setting the atmosphere for a 
move of God, inspiring others to experience the presence of the Lord, ministering and bringing comfort to those 
who need encouragement and using music as a way of supporting and embracing the vision of “The Love” 
Church. 
 
Praise Dance Ministry – The purpose of this ministry is to invoke a corporate atmosphere of worship to 
experience joy, freedom and deliverance that takes place in the presence of the Lord.  The Praise Dance Ministry 
seeks to develop upon a standing foundation that would allow the gifts of the Spirit to come forward and to create 
a spirit filled environment that takes the limits off the power of God through dance, using dance as an instrument 
of PRAISE. 
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. WHAT IS STUDYING THE BIBLE 

2. UNDERSTANDING BASIC BIBLE INTERPRETATION PRINCIPLES 

3. UNDERSTANDING THE USE AND PURPOSE OF BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 

WHAT IS STUDYING THE BIBLE? 

The Bible is the inspired Word of God in written form (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  It is important that you take time daily to 
read and study the Bible.  Bible reading is an essential part of the Christian’s lifestyle.  Bible study is the personal 
investigation of the meaning of the Bible to understand it better.  The final aim is not Bible knowledge but knowledge of 
God: not only to know about God intellectually but to know Him as a person, experientially, and to discover His will for 
your life. 

HOW DO I START READING & STUDYING THE BIBLE? 

Begin with prayer!  Prayerfully asking God to lead your Bible study and reading time.  Ask God to help you to 
understand His Word.  The best place to start is with the gospels, that is the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  
After that, read through some of the Epistles (Romans, Ephesians, and Philippians).  When you start reading the Old 
Testament, read the book of Genesis.  Find a comfortable quiet place to read and study. 

UNDERSTANDING BASIC BIBLE INTERPRETATION PRINCIPLES 

Knowing how valuable God’s word is for spiritual growth, believers should read the Bible with intense personal interest.  
After all, the ultimate purpose of studying Scripture is to relate biblical truth to daily living.  Care must be taken when 
dividing or interpreting the Word, that you fully understand the complete message before trying to apply it to your life.  
We can be confident we are accurately handling God’s Word by using the following three steps of basic Bible 
interpretation: 

1. Observation (“What does the text say?”) 

2. Interpretation (“What does it mean?”) 

3. Life Application (“What does it mean for my life?”) 

Step 1 – Observation: 

Observation focuses on WHAT the passage says.  At this step, the reader looks for all the important facts in the 
passage.  Most of the important information will be discovered by looking for the five “Ws” and an “H”: Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? and How?  Other observations would include: Who is the author?  Who is the original audience?  
What is the original purpose for this writing, or “Why” was it written?  What is the primary theme of the passage?  When 
was the passage written?  Where is the location of the passage?  Additionally, observe key words, names, places, or 
expressions. 

Step 2 – Interpretation: 
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Interpretation asks, “What does the passage mean?” As you read the Bible, look for the author’s original intended 
meaning.  What did the author want to say?  What did it mean in that culture?  What does it mean now?  What are the 
main ideas? 

Step 3 – Life Application: 

Application determines the relevance of the message for God’s people living today.  The whole Bible is God’s Word; 
however, there are some cultural things God does not necessarily expect believers to practice today.  Additional 
questions to consider: How do I apply what the author has said to my life today?  What are the principles found in this 
passage that apply to my situation?  What does this passage say about moral decisions?  What am I going to do about 
what I have learned? 

How does this passage impact my relationship with God? 

BIBLE STUDY METHODS AND TOOLS 

Scripture passages can be challenging to interpret because of the significant gaps between us and the Bible writers.  
All of the biblical authors wrote for a specific audience in their own historical situation, so how do their words relate to 
modern-day readers of God’s Word?  Do their words relate to us in the same way they did to the original audience?  If 
not, then how are we to determine the appropriate application in our culture and time?  Here is where Bible study 
methods and tools aid the reader. 

THE USE AND PURPOSE OF BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 

All Bible students need to have a library that they can consult to research important facts and from which to draw vital 
information.  To get started you will find these tools helpful: 

• Commentary: This tool breaks down each scripture in the Bible by giving further background information, 
details, dates, and references in the Bible associated to the specific scripture. 

• Concordance: This book lists and locates the words in the Bible.  It provides a way of locating scripture and 
words in the Bible.  Each word is followed by a distinctive, universal number that corresponds with the Greek 
and Hebrew included in the back of the concordance. 

• Encyclopedia: This tool provides history and background information of biblical characters, places, and 
events. 

• Greek and Hebrew Dictionary: These tools correspond with the universal numbering system used in various 
Bibles, Concordances, and Lexicons. 

• Study Bible: This Bible consists of reference scriptures, concordances, dictionary, Greek and Hebrew 
definitions; some even contain a limited commentary and life application examples. 

• Various Translations: Basically the reason why new translations other than the Kings James Version are 
needed is that things have changed.  There have been changes in the English language, and there have 
been new manuscript discoveries, and there have been numerous advances in biblical scholarship. 

 

SUGGESTED BIBLE STUDY METHODS 

There are many reasons and methods to start reading the Bible.  Consider the following: 
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A. Study book by book or a group of books at a time 
B. Study chapter by chapter or a group of chapters 
C. Study the characters of the Bible 
D. Study a topic that is important to you 
E. Studying Bible prophecy 
F. You might start studying the Psalms 
G. You might start studying Proverbs 
H. Read according to your need or the need of someone you love 
I. Study to learn about the life of Jesus 
J. Read to understand topics, themes, or subjects 
K. Read through the Bible systematically; one suggestion is reading the One Year Bible 

Whenever we start to read and study the Bible, we should do it with discipline.  Keep this phrase in mind, “Don’t make 
excuses; make adjustments.”  Develop a life of discipline when it comes to studying the Bible.  Consider making a real 
commitment to delve into the scripture every day.  It requires a real commitment but it also brings REAL POWER! 
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NOTE & REFLECTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


